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Bach,  Marcus 


1973) 


Inside  Voodoo;  Toronto,  Signet  Books  (#Q5330), 
Original  title:  Strange  Altars. 

See  my  notes  under  original  title. 


(January , 

1 7 6p  . 
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Bach,  Marcus 

Miracles  Do  Happen;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Com- 
pany, Inc.  (WAYMARK  BOOKS),  (1968,  1965,  author)  162p. 

The  author  is  an  explorer  and  investigator  of  religious  cults 
and  this  is  the  second  of  his  books  which  I have  read.  He  strikes 
me  as  open-minded  and  observant,  willing  to  accept  his  own  impres- 
sions regardless  of  public  opinion. 

Although  the  publishers  categorize  the  book  as  "Religion”, 
it  is  about  halfway  between  that  subject  and  occultism,  several 
chapters  being  devoted  to  occult  subjects. 

His  visit  to  the  Harry  Edwards  faith-healing  establishment  is 
the  opening  chapter  of  the  book  and  is  followed  by  much  interesting 
comment  on  every  subject. 

This  book  is  worth  keeping  for  reference. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
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Bach,  Marcus 


Strange  Altars;  Toronto,  Signet  Books  (#T3484),  (June, 

1968), (1952,  The  Bobbs-Merrill  Company,  Inc.)  176p. 

V.  T.:  Inside  Voodoo  ; (January,  1973)  176p. 

Bach  has  written  several  books  relating  his  investigations 
into  various  religious  cults.  I deem  him  an  honest  and  sincere 
seeker  for  the  truth  about  each  of  these. 

He  and  his  wife  Lorena  went  to  Haiti  but  only  with  the  aid 
of  Stanley  Reser,  a white  American  devoted  to  the  native  people 
were  they  able  to  attend  ceremonies  and  witness  the  commingling 
of  Voodoo  with  Catholic  worship.  Aside  from  the  sacrifice  of  a 
black  cock  and  a black  goat,  and  seeing  one  native  who  acted  as 
if  he  were  a zombi,  only  instances  of  possession  and  immunity  to 
fire  , telepathy  and  clairvoyance  and  instances  of  veridical 
prediction,  they  saw  nothing  sensational  to  support  accounts  like 
Seabrook’s.  Bach  had  witnessed  at  spiritualistic  seances  many  of 
the  psychic  phenomena  displayed. 

Against  the  wishes  of  Reser,  Lorena,  a professional  photo- 
grapher who  wanted  pictorial  evidence  to  support  Bach’s  narrative, 
to oK hundreds  of  pictures.  While  staying  at  a hotel  in  Cuba  after 
their  trip  and  after  Bach  had  recovered  from  a serious  fever,  the 
car  was  broken  into  and  the  pictures  stolen.  Reser  could  only 
suggest  that  they  return  to  Haiti  later. 

At  one  ceremony  Lorena  tried  to  take  pictures,  but  her  camera 
malfunctioned  and  none  could  be  taken.  Yet  when  the  camera  was 
taken  to  a camera  shop,  it  functioned  perfectly  and  no  fault  could 
be  found.  (Compare  with  Grosse  and  Playfair). 

Basicly,  this  is  a search  for  the  religious  significance  of 
Voodooism  rather  than  sociological  or  anthropological  research  so 
there  is  much  philosophical  discourse  to  elicit  Reser 's  views. 

This  book  is  a worthwhile  reference. 
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Bach,  Marcus 


Strange  Sects  and  Curious  Cults;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  and 
Company,  1961;  (1961,  author);  Index  277p. 

This  is  an  excellent  survey  of  most  of  the  cults  extant  at 
the  time  it  was  written,  and  is  based  on  personal  investigation. 

The  author  begins  with  Sex  Sects  because  he  believes  that 
early  religions  were  based  on  sex  as  the  basis  of  life  and  growth 
and  continues  with  conscience  cults,  concluding  with  the  search 
for  Utopia.  He  finds  value  in  almost  all  the  cults  and  praises 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses  and  the  Mormons  and  even  Father  Divine  for  an 
attempt  at  ideal  living  in  contrast  with  materialism. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours  sinf’pT-oi  v 


(jthoice 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Bacheller , Irving 


The  Master...;  Toronto,  The  Musson  Book  Company  Limited, 

1909  302p . 

The  author  was  one  of  a group  to  which  Hamlin  Garland  be- 
longed and  this  book  is  listed  in  Bleiler  1,  so  I read  it  as  a 
sample  of  his  work. 

Several  times  I was  ready  to  quit  reading  this  hackneyed  and 
uninteresting  novel,  only  the  last  part  of  which,  dealing  with  a 
mysterious  character  brought  up  in  primitive  isolation  from  civil- 
ization and  then  appearing  as  a saviour  attending  the  book  club, 
was  the  least  bit  fantastic. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a young  novelist,  this  is  a con- 
fused attempt  at  allegory,  unconvincing  and  with  mystification  and 
not  mystery.  Eben  Holden  was  Bacheller 's  best-known  novel,  but  I 
doubt  that  I would  bother  to  read  it. 

This  was  a waste  of  time. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  15,  1999 
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Bacon,  Leonard 

Semi-Centennial:  Some  of  the  Life  and  Part  of  the  Opin- 

ions of  Leonard  Bacon;  New  York  and  London,  Harped  & Brothers 
Publishers,  1939  273p. 

He:  Frederick  Faust,  see  pp.  124,  20 0,  212,  213,  253, 
all  copied  in  full  under  the  subject. 

P.  54  Katharine  Lee  Bates. 

P.  182:  I can’ t explain  this  but  itJ  took  place.  I my- 
self in  presence  of  six  witnesses  pead  what  was  in  another’s 
mind  as  glibly  as  any  charlatan  that  does  it  for  his  living. 

I couldn’t  do  it  before.  I couldn’t  do  it  again.  But  if 
thought  waa  ever  transferred  it  was.  then.  Also  it  was  an 
absolutely  shocking  moment  for  everyone  concerned,  though 
the  items  T produced  were  wholly  innocent. 

P. 186-187.'  An  amusing  , incident  involving  a T’wi tchTT . 

In  the  final  chapter  are  comments  given' about  George 
Sterling,  Ambrose  Bierce 'and  Flinor  Ay  lie . 

My  motive  for  reading  this  autobiography  was  to  decide 
for  myself  the  calibre  of  the  man  who  p.raised  Faust’s  poetry 
and  was  ‘his  friend.  I think  that  Bacon  was  a civilized  and 
competent  man,  whose  two  nervous  breakdowns  were  incidents 
common  to  university  teachers,  and  whose  depressive  moods 
were  overbalanced  by  a happy  life.  This  book  is  temperate 
and  well  written. 

Bacon  did  not  hesitate  to- criticize  George  Bernard  Shaw, 
Lord  Balfour,  Elinor  Ay lie , and  the  Sitwells , so  his  praise 
of  Faust,  even  though  he  apparently  read  nothing  of  Faust’s 
pulp  output,  was  merited  by  his  poetry,  which  I am  not  quali- 
fied to  appraise.  Bacon  remarks  about  D.  E.  Lawrence,  Aldous 
Huxley,  Richard  Aldington,  and  many  other  writers  who  were 
friends  and  neighbors  in  Italy,  as  well  as  Rupert  Brooke  and 
others  he  met  in  A re  rica. 

It  appears  likely  that  Robert  Easton  had  not  read  this 
book  when  he  wrote  his  biography  of  Faust. 


/ 
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Symposium, 


Bahr,  Howard  M,  (Editor) 

Disaffiliated  Man:  Essays  and  bibliography  on  skid  row, 
vagrancy,  and  outsiders;  Toronto,  University  of  Toronto  Press 
(1970);  Annotated  bibliography;  names  and  subjects  index  428p 

I read  the  essays  only  as  far  as  the  bibliography ; the 
annotated  bibliography  appears  to  be  worth  reading,  but  would 
not  convey  the  detail  I require,  so  this  volume  is  to  be  kept 
for  reference  in  case  I can  find  the  time  to  pursue  the  study. 


I 


Baillie,  John,  and  Martin,  Hugh  (Editors) 

Revelation;  London,  Haber  and  Faber  Limited  (June,  1937) 

Index  312p. 

This  is  a symposium,  the  Preface  by  Baillie,  the  general 
introductory  essay  by  T.  3.  Eliot  mentioning  Gerald  HeardTs 
Science  in  the  Making,  Bertrand  Russell,  H*  G.  Hells  and  Ger. 
Bernard  Shaw  with  some  disparagement,  but  praising  Irving 
Babbitt  and  Aldous  Huxley;  and  drawing  attention  to  D.  H, 

Lawrence  as  an  uneducated  but  important  writer  who  sought  in 
the  Christian  religion  a return  to  primitive  worship. 

Karl  Barth  insists  that  the  incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  only  revelation  needed  to  prove  God’s  message  to  man. 
William  Temple  extends  the  meaning  of  revelation  to  a contin- 
uing one -of  God  to  man.  Sergius  Bulgakoff  carries  Temple Ts 
dissertation  a step  further.  M.  C.  D’Arcy  presents  the  Cath- 
olic point  of  view,  and  defends  the  Church  as  the  bastion  of 
Christianity  standing  steadfast  through  two  thousand  years. 

Walter  M.  Horton  surveys  the  subject  generally,  and  in 
the  course  of  presenting  comments  on  substitutes  for  Christian 
belief  mentions  occultism.  On  pages  253  & 254  he  says:  :TIt 
would  be  too  easy  to  dismiss  the * various  types  of  occultism  on 
the  hypothesis  that  they  represent  various  forms  of  self-induced  - 
illusion.  The  religious  seeker  has  reached  the  end  of  his  ra- 
tional tether,  it  might  be  said,  and  is  delivered  from  his  im- 
passe only  because  the  ideas  over  which  he  has  been  subconscious- 
ly brooding  suddenly  dart  into  his  conscious  mind  with  a weirdly 
convincing  luminousness.  There  is  much  in  the  case,  e . g,  of 
Emanuel  Swedenborg  to  give  colour  to  this  hypothesis.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  take  such  a purely  subjective  view  of  occultis tic 
phenomena,  in  order  to  recognize  that  they  fail  to  satisfy  our 
need  of  saving  revelation.  It  is  possible  to  believe  that  our 
ordinary  human  powers  of  cognition  are  truly  heightened  under 
certain  c ondi tions -- tha t clairvoyance  really  occurs,  that  genuine 
communication  with  spiritual  beings  is  possible,  that  great 
flashes  of  insight  occur  in  mystical  states,  which  penetrate 
deeply  into  certain  dark  recesses  of  this  mysterious  universe-- 
and  yet  to  note  in  all  these  extraordinary  forms  of  knowledge 
that  same  imperfect,  Tbit-by-bitT  quality  which  gives  to  our 
other  knowledge  its  characteristic  mark  of  finitude.  The  psychic 
medium  and  the  mystic  may  add  to  our  common  store  of  knowledge  in 
their  own  way,  as  the  scientist,  the  philosopher  and  the  theolo- 
gian may  do  in  theirs;  but  if  they  fancy  they  have  burst  the 
bounds  of  finitude  and  unveiled  The  Secret,  then  they  delude 
themselves  and  the  multitudes  who  run  after  them.  To  study  occult 
phenomena  in  a spirit  of  disinterested  curiosity  is  to  render  a 
great  service;  to  look  for  religious  giiidance  in  this  sphere  is 
to  risk  one’s  sanity  and  personal  integrity.'' 

Gustav  Aulen  concludes  the  essays  by  insisting  that  the  .great 
revelation  of  Jeass  Christ  is  that  God  is  a God  of  Love. 

Although  written  well  and  on  a high  piers  of  thought,  these 
essays,  with  some  few  exceptions,  skirt  the  whole  problem  of 
miracles.  The  exceptional  mentions  of  these  seem  to  confirm 
their  reality,  just  as  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  confirmed. 


Bain,  Donald 


The  Control  of  Candy  Jones;  Chicago,  Playboy  Press 
(1976,  Bain);  Illustrated;  Appendices;  267p. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  this  book  has  not  been  men- 
tioned in  the  bibliographies  of  any  book  on  multiple  or  dual 
personality,  yet  it  is  an  important  account  of  the  develop- 
ment of  a secondary  personality  in  the  body  of  a famous  model 
who  was  the  wife  of  a famous  radio  personality  Long  John  Nebel. 

Bain  derived  his  information  for  this  book  from  tapes  he 
obtained  from  Nebel.  Nebel  used  hypnosis  to  overcome  the  in- 
hibitions placed  on  his  wife  by  a CIA  doctor  who  had  used  Candy 
as  a messenger  for  letters  and  messages  for  years,  and  who  had 
developed  a childhood  imaginary  personality  into  one  which 
could  control  her  actions  and  deal  with  certain  situations  not 
easily  handled  by  Candy  herself. 

There  is  much  information  about  hypnosis  in  this  book, 
and  Bain  did  a l&t  of  work  in  assembling" from  the  tapes  a case 
history  of  mind  control  by  the  CIA.  This  case  supports  the 
Montreal  case  involving  Dr.  Ewan  Cameron,  and  I am  surprised 
that  the  book  came  to  my  knowledge  only  by  chance. 

I have  not  read  any  of  Nebel* s books,  but  have  several  in 
my  library  which  I should  study  in  order  to  form  an  accurate 
opinion  of  him.  ^ince  Bain*s  book  is  based  on  Nebel* s tapes, 
and  although  it  is  supported  by  Candy* s praise  and  I can  see 
no  reason  why  it  should  have  been  written  if  it  is  not  true, 
this  case  is  important  when  considered  in  conjunction  with 
any  book  on  multiple  personality,  and  especially  in  relation 
to  Conjuring  Up  Philip  by  Iris  M.  Owen  with  Margaret  Sparrow. 
Brainwashing,  mind  control,  drugs  and  hypnosis  are  factors 
also  enhancing  the  importance  of  studying  this  ease. 

Despite  my  deep  interest  in  the  subject  matter  of  this 
book,  I found  it  tedious  to  read.  This  is  not  surprising , as 
Bain  had  to  assemble  it  from  datedand  undated  tapes,  from 
speech  by  both  Nebel  acting  as  himself  and  as  the  doctor  who 
controlled  Candy,  and  from  speech  by  both  Candy  and  her  other 
personality  Arlene  Grant.  Also,  since  Candy  acted  only  as  a 
messenger  for  the  CIA,,  and  no  consequences  of  her  actions  are 
disclosed  and  no  admissions  made  by  the  CIA,  aside  from  the 
exposure  of  brainwashing  by  the  CIA  and  its  effects  on  Candy, 
the  book  serves  no  purpose. 

Nevertheless,  this  book  is  important  for  students  of 
dual  and  multiple  personality,  and  the  phenomena  of  hypnosis. 


Bain,  Donald 

Long  John  Nebel:  Radio  Talk  King,  Master  Salesman, 
Magnificent  Charlatan;  Illustrated;  Few  York,  Macmillan  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Inc.  (1974,  author);  Index  268p. 

^ince  reading  Bain’s  book  on  Candy  Jones  I have'been 
trying  to  find  time  to- read  some  of  Long  John  Nebel Ts  books 
but  have  not  yet  done  so.  This  biography  describes  him  as 
an  enigmatic  character,  a huckster  salesman,  a quick-witted 
and  intelligent  talk  show  host,  and  something  of  a mystic 
obsessed  with  death  and  with  moods  of  depression  which" might 
possibly  have  led  him  to  suicide  if  his  interest  in  his  work 
had  been  less  intense.  He  developed  cancer  of  the  prostate, 
but  was  still  alive  when  this  book  was  published. 

An  introduction  to  the  book  by  Jackie  Gleason  gives 
praise  to  Nebel  -for  publicizing  occult  phenomena.  Gleason 
is  known  to  have  been  seriously  interested  in  psychic  phe- 
nomena and  had  a large  library  on  the  subject.  This  book~ 
does  not,  however,  disclose  anything  about  Nebel1 s beliefs. 

Although  Bain  says  nothing  about  the  books  published  by 
Nebel,  I suspect  that  Bain  ghost-wrote  them  for  Nebel,  who 
dropped  out  of  school  in  Grade  8.  Nebel  was  intelligent  and 
likely  could  have  written  the  books,  but  I doubt  that  he  was 
a student  of  books,  and  that  most  of  his  information  was  ob- 
tained from  guests  on  his  talk  show;  and  I think  he  would 
not  have  had  time  to  write  the  books  himself. 

I shall  try  to  search  out  Nebel1  s books  the  next  time  I 
am  sorting  through  my  accumulation  of  paperbacks. 

I gather  from  this  biography  that  Nebel  was  something  of 
an  iconoclast;  he  was  intelligent,  but  I doubt  that  he  was  a 
deep  thinker.  Bain  was  one  of  his  panel  of  friends  who  gave 
him  assistance  during  his  broadcasts,  and  was  therefore  in- 
formed enough  to  have  ghost-written  Nebel Ts  books. 

This  is  an  interesting  biography,  but  not  important  to 
students  of  psychic  phenomena. 


Ba  ine  s , Cu  thbe  r t E d wa  r d 


The  Black  Circle;  Toronto,  London,  Mew  York,  Hodder  and 
Stoughton  Ltd.  (no  date)  316p. 

Winner  of  first  prize  in  the  publisher Ts  First  Novel 
Competition,  the  author  supposes  the  discovery  of  a fertili- 
zer" which  promotes  vegetable  growth  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  is  possible  for  small  landowners  to  make  a good  living 
from  their  holdings,  so  that  clerks  and  other  underprivileged 
individuals  can  forsake  their  routine  desk  ;jobs  and  return  to 
the  land. 

The  discoverer,  Prescott,  is  an  invalid,  who  is  deter- 
mined to  have  the  benefits  go  directly  to  those  in  greatest 
need,  r&£bher  than  industrialized  for  the  benefit  of  profiteers, 
and  threatens  to  flodd  the  area/  of  the  Cauldonite  deposits  if 
the  Government  does  not  agree  to  support  the  needs  of  the  small 
cultivators  before  marketing  any  surplus.  This  is  agreed  to  by 
Lord  Sandford. 

Under  the  cloak  of  dual  meetings  arranged  by  the  secretary 
of  an  innocuous  group  called  "The  Black  Circle",  an  unscrupu- 
lous gang,  headed  by  Yaletta,  Halloran  and  Bernstein,  and  guided 
by  their  secretary  Longhead  (or  Taylor),  imports  a fungus  native 
to  the  Island  of  Abu  which  is  destructive  in  a country  cultiva- 
ted with  Cauldonite,  intending  to  infect  the  area  temporarily, 
thus  forcing  the  small  landholders  to  sell  to  their  syndicate. 

A groui>  of  friends,  including  Prescott1  s widow,  a young,  and 
altruistic,  politiiman,  and  others,  determine  to  thwart  these 
aims,  and  the  story  is ' one  of  mystery  and  detection,  with  action 
appropriately  designed,  of  each  side  trying  to  outwit  the  other. 

Said  to  take  place  in  the  year  1940,  a time  somewhat  in  the 
future  of  the  date  at  which  this  novel  was  published,  this  novel 
qualifies  as  science  fiction,  but  cannot  claim  an  important  spot 
in  the  field.  It  is  obscure,  and  not  listed  in  either  Bleiler 
or  Day,  but  could  probably  occupy  a position  about  like  that  of 
Sapper T s "The  Final  Count"  which,  if  I recall  correctly,  ±±  is 
his  novel  involving  a "Universal  solvent". 

This  was  lent  me  by  Andy  Taylor. 
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Baird , A . ( lex ) T . 


Richard  Hodgson:  The  Story  of  a Psychical  Researcher  and 
His  Times;  Foreword  by  the  Late  Sir  Earnest  A.  Bennett;  London, 
Psychic  Press  Limited;  ( DEcember , 1949);  Index  3 1 Op . 

This  exceedingly  well  researched  and  concise  historical  and 
biographical  survey  of  the  principal  charcters  and  societies  for 
the  study  of  psychic  phenomena  includes  several  convincing  cases 
of  apparent  human  survival  of  bodily  death  and  emphasises  the 
dedication  of  Hodgson  and  other  pioneers  in  their  search  for  the 
truth  about  the  subject. 

Like  many  other  competent  researchers  Hodgson  began  as  a 
materialistic  sceptic  but  ended  believing  in  the  reality  of  human 
survival.  It  is  suggested  that  he  forbade  anyone  to  enter  the 
two  rooms  in  which  he  lived  because  he  did  not  wish  the  atmos- 
phere which  encouraged  the  Imperator  group  to  communicate  with 
him  independently  of  the  mediumship  of  Mrs.  Piper. 

Hodgson  was  dedicated,  but  not  fanatical,  and  lived  a well- 
rounded  social  life  in  spite  of  his  heavy  workload.  Born  in  Aus- 
tralia, he  lived  in  England,  Germany  and  finally  in  Boston. 

I would  recommend  this  book  to  anyone  desiring  a competent 
introduction  to  the  subject. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  7,  1999 
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Baker,  Frank 


Talk  of  the  Devil;  London,  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Welling- 
ton, Angus  & Robertson  (1956,  Frank  Baker)  216p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a novelist  Philip,  this  is 
the  most  interesting  book  I have  read  by  the  author.  It  is 
the  story  of  a group  of  devil -worshippers , patterned  after 
that  of  The  Great  Beast  Aleister  Crowley,  who  become  invol- 
ved in  murder,  hypnosis,  sexual  orgies,  and  with  British 
Intelligence  seeking  to  determine  whether  Paul  Acton,  whose 
wife  had  died  under  mysterious  circumstances,  was  a traitor 
to  his  cbuntry. 

Starting  off  slowly,  the  atmosphere  is  gradually  built 
up  by  concentrating  on  a haunted  room,  death  and  decay,  the 
blackmail  of  some  characters,  the  screening  behind  pseudonyms 
of  a so-called  'T white  witch",  and  with  the  romantic  interest 
centered  in  Paul  Acton’s  secretary-typist  who  finally  marries 
the  Intelligence  agent.  The  narrator,  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  feels  her  attraction,  but  resigns  himself  to  seeing  her 
won  by  his  friend.  Paul,  about  seventy  years  of  age,  is  an 
authority  on  abnormal  psychology,  and  probably  wishes  her  to 
be  the  virgin  subject  of  his  hypnotic  experiments. 

The  story  fizzles  out  after  Paul’s  death,  and  nowhere  is 
it  possible  to  identify  one  of  the  characters  as  the  devil; 
but  his  influence  on  the  story  is  made  evident.  Suggestion 
is  used;  there  is  very  little  action;  and  the  dialogue  is 
too  often  drawn  out  for  the  sake  of  mystification,  but  the 
atmosphere  is  fairly  well  maintained,  and  one  closes  the  book 
with  conviction  that  the  supernormal  has  indeed  been  manifes- 
ted. 

Not  concrete  enough  to  satisfy  the  pulp  fiction  reader, 
this  is  still  a good  example  of  the  modern  approach  to  devil- 
worship. 
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Baker,  Robert  A.  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Psychology  in  the  Wry;  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  , D.  Van  Os- 
trand  Company,  Inc.;  An  Insight  Book;;  (1963,  Publishers;  170p. 

The  first  essay  in  this  volume  was  too  technical  for  me,  but 
on  glancing  through  the  Contents  pages  I noted  essays  on  science 
fiction  and  ESP  and  PK,  which  I enjoyed  so  much  that  I read  all 
the  book.  It  is  apparent  that  many  psychologists  do  not  respect 
orthodoxy,  and  several  of  the  essays  are  perceptive  in  exposing 
false  beliefs . 

The  essay  on  science  fiction  segregates  twenty  themes  and  is 
useful  in  classifying  stories.  The  parapsychological  essay  says 
the  orthodox  psychology  may  be  wrong  in  dismissing  the  findings 
of  parapsychology. 

But  the  most  important  essay  is  Petty  Paranoia,  pointing  out 
that  official  rules  often  fail  to  deal  with  real  problems  and  are 
directly  opposed  to  human  needs  and  special  problems.  One  example 
was  the  need  for  a certified  check  to  pay  a moving  firm’s  driver 
when  the  furniture  owner  was  unaware  of  the  moving  firm’s  name. 

A bank  clerk  insisted  that  no  certified  check  could  be  issued  un- 
less the  payee  was  specified.  I ran  into  this  problem  myself  in 
Winnipeg  with  Royal  Trust;  when  I did  not  know  to  whom  the  money 
order  was  to  be  paid;  I merely  told  the  teller  to  make  out  the 
money  order  to  me  and  I would  endorse  it  to  the  required  payee  on 
knowing  his  name.  Other  frustrations  were  hilariously  funny,  but 
maddening  to  the  customer  refused  service. 

The  second  essay,  Maier’s  Law  is  also  important.  It  states 
that  a common  practice  is:  If  facts  do  not  conform  to  the  theory, 
they  must  be  disposed  of.  For  me,  this  illustrates  de  Camp’s  way 
of  ignoring  facts  which  would  desroy  his  scepticism,  or  the  way 
many  people  refuse  to  read  books  which  would  upset  their  philoso- 
phies or  religions.  I am  myself  guilty  of  refusing  to  read  books 
about  occult  sciences  which  do  not  convince  me  that  they  are  of 
value  in  pursuing  my  philosophy,  so  it  is  a human  trait. 

This  book  employs  humor  in  exposing  flaws,  and  is  a very 
worthwhile  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  10,  1999 
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Balohin,  Nigel 

The  Anatomy  of  Villainy;  Collins,  London,  1950;  Illus- 
trated 256p. 

This  is  an  important  study  of  the  villain  as  scapegoat 
for  the  sins  of  society,  and  is  historical,  psychological, 
and  sociological,  as  well  as  philosophical. 

The  examples  studied  are  Judas,  Richard  III,  Guy  Fawkes, 
Matthew  Hopkins*,  Titus  Oates,  Judge  Jeffreys,  Charteris, 
Robespierre,  Richard  Parker,  De  Sade*,  D.  D.  Home*.  George 
Joseph  Smith  "Brides  in  the  Bathtub",  and  Rasputin*.  I have 
placed  an  asterisk  after  the  names  of  most  interest  to  me. 

Of  all  Balchin’s  appraisals,  I disagree  most  with  that 
of  Home.  It  seems  to  me  that  Balchin  pre-^udged  Home  as  a 
charlatan  on  no  better  evidence  than  that  he  "pandered  to 
people fs  belief  in  spiritualism  and  immortality"  and  on  the 
Browning  poem  of  "Sludge  the  Medium".  Pie  seems  to  have  been 
unaware  that  Mrs.  Browning  did  not  share  her  husband’s  opin- 
ion of  Home,  and  that  she  witnessed  to  Home’s  phenomena. 

Nevertheless,  this  is  a thoughtful  and  cautionary  study 
of  the  historical  verdict  of  good  and  evil  as  applied  to  in- 
dividuals who  exemplified  types  of  evil  recognized  as  to  be 
denounced  so  that  we  can  avoid  facing  up  to  our  responsibili ty 
to  examine  the  nature  of  society,  and  our  personal  appraisal 
of  morality.  Sins  that  we  attribute  to  individuals,  we  fail 
to  associate  with  ourselves  or  the  society  we  support  by  our 
acceptance  of  its  shibboleths. 


Balchin,  Nigel 


Kings  of  Infinite  Space;  London,  Collins,  1967  (author)  256p 

This  excellent  novel  portraying  a British  research  scientist 
enlisted  by  NASA  to  develop  a machine  to  measure  fatigue  effects 
does  so  covering  developments  at  Cape  Kennedy  so  expertly,  both 
technically  and  humanly,  that  I was  dismayed  to  discover  that  one 
signature,  comprising  pages  225  to  240  was  missing  from  the  book. 

I finished  reading  it,  but  was  happy  to  learn  that  Curtis  Books 
reprinted  this  novel  (#07019)  in  1969  so  I may  be  able  to  locate 
a copy  and  read  the  missing  part  of  the  story. 

Allegedly  taking  place  several  years  in  the  future,  it  reads 
like  an  actual  observer's  accounts  of  the  events  and  people  in- 
volved in  preparing  for  the  first  moon  voyage.  Balchin  is  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  writers  whose  novels  I discovered  only  a few 
days  ago.  Fortunately,  I believe  I have  several  on  hand  to  read. 

Balchin  appears  to  favor  freedom  in  sexual  matters,  but  is 
also  discriminating  and  shows  the  bad  results  of  licentiousness. 

He  portrays  characters  and  activities  without  auctorial  di- 
gressions, and  the  story  line  moves  along  smoothly  and  interest- 
ingly . 

While  reading  this  book  I was  constantly  remembering  that 
Alastair  Cameron  was  lecturing  on  the  American  Space  Program  about 
the  time  of  this  novel's  publication,  so  I shall  send  him  a copy 
of  these  notes  to  draw  his  attention  to  this  novel.  He  might  be 
interested  in  comparing  this  English  novelist's  views  with  his 
own  memories. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  8,  1995. 


Note:  New  York,  Curtis  Books  (#07019)  by  arrangement  with  Double- 
day & Company,  Inc.  191p 

I was  able  to  read  the  rest  of  this  novel  from  the  small 
print  paperback.  My  impression  is  that  the  last  part  of  the  book 
was  inferior  to  the  first,  but  overall  this  is  still  a fine  novel 
and  well  worth  reading  in  spite  of  developments  which  have  taken 
place  since  it  was  written. 


July  9,  1995. 

Note:  London,  Pan  Books  Ltd;  #02431),  (1970) 
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Balchin,  Nigel 


Mine  Own  Executioner;  London,  Collins  & The  Book  Society; 
(September,  1945)  256p. 

On  July  2,  1995  I saw  on  TV  the  film  based  on  this  novel 
and  starring  Burgess  Meredith.  This  picture  affected  me  emo- 
tionally because  it  portrayed  the  inevitable  results  of  human 
beings  trying  their  best  but  failing  because  of  inadequate  know- 
ledge. Also  it  involved  mental  illness,  a subject  which  takes 
an  important  role  in  parapsychology. 

Since  films  usually  restrict  the  depth  of  treatment  which  is 
possible  in  books,  I set  aside  a book  I had  started  to  read,  and 
read  this.  Lacking  a medical  degree,  an  analyst,  Felix  Milne,  is 
successful  in  treating  people  with  psychological  and  physical 
problems,  and  is  also  a volunteer  at  a free  clinic.  Several  of 
his  cases  are  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  the  story  to  show  how 
his  methods  operate,  and  to  reveal  his  compassionate  character. 

Although  he  loves  his  beautiful  wife,  her  carelessness  ag- 
gravates him  to  the  point  where  he  loses  sexual  gratification  and 
is  attracted  to  a beautiful  wife  of  a friend.  She  is  promiscuous 
and  sophisticated,  but  charming  and  witty;  pursuing  her  relieves 
the  strain  of  his  work  and  home  life,  and  he  comes  close  to  having 
an  affair  with  her. 

Most  of  the  novel  deals  with  the  case  of  a war  pilot  whose 
experiences  have  developed  latent  schizoid  tendencies  and  whose 
wife  begs  Felix  to  accept  his  treatment  because  he  refuses  to  see 
qualified  doctors  whom  he  dreads.  Felix  warns  her  that  her  hus- 
band may  be  dangerous  and  learns  from  her  that  the  pilot  had  tried 
to  strangle  her.  She  feels  that  his  love  for  her  is  his  main  in- 
terest in  living,  and  chooses  to  remain  with  him. 

The  treatment  is  expertly  described,  but  the  pilot  kills  his 
wife  under  the  delusion  that  she  is  his  mother  who  had  been  unfaith 
ful  to  his  father.  After  the  killing,  the  pilot  flees  to  a tall 
building  with  the  gun  and  threatens  to  jump.  Felix,  afraid  of 
heights,  climbs  the  ladder  of  the  fire  department,  but  is  unsuccess 
ful  in  preventing  the  pilot's  suicide. 

At  the  coroner's  inquest,  Felix  admits  his  failure,  but  a col- 
leagues support  of  his  conduct  relieves  him  of  criticism.  Feeling 
a total  failure,  Felix  decides  to  close  his  practice,  but  a boy 
patient  calls  for  attention,  and  with  his  wife's  encouragement,  he 
decides  to  continue  his  work. 

In  the  book,  the  femme  fatale  is  a blue-eyed  brunette  with 
black  hair;  in  the  picture  she  is  a strking  blonde.  Otherwise,  the 
picture  follows  the  storyline  faithfully,  including  the  problems 
a medically  unqualified  analyst  has  with  the  medical  profession  and 
with  his  personal  life. 

This  is  an  excellent  novel.  M 

•:00  a.m.  gfl  Mine  Own  Executioner 

(1947)  Burgess  Meredith,  Kieron 
Moore.  Personal  anxieties  undermine 
a lay  psychiatrist’s  treatment  of  a dis- 
turbed RAF  veteran.  594482 
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Balchin,  Nigel 


The  Small  Back  Room;  London,  Collins,  1943  192p. 

Sam  Rice,  a research  scientist  with  two  less  capable  assis- 
tants to  produce  implements  to  hasten  victory  in  war,  is  shackled 
and  thwarted  by  military  and  political  protocol.  Failing  to  cope 
with  it,  and  handicapped  because  of  inferiority  feelings  engen- 
dered by  his  having  an  artificial  foot  and  personal  bitterness, 
he  shuns  marriage  with  a lovely  girl  and  concentrates  on  doing 
what  he  can.  Constant  pain  caused  by  the  foot  necessitates  both 
drugs  and  whisky,  the  latter  difficult  to  control. 

German  planes  drop  explosive  booby  traps  which  kill  several 
children  and  armed  forces  personnel  who  try  to  obtain  the  bomb  and 
understand  how  it  works  and  defuse  it.  Although  a civilian,  he  is 
called  on  for  his  expert  help  and  despite  the  death  of  an  army 
captain  who  is  killed  in  the  attempt,  he  insists  on  trying  and  is 
successful  in  defusing  one  of  the  bombs. 

The  detailed  and  suspenseful  accomplishment  of  this  is  the 
most  exciting  part  of  the  story,  but  its  importance  is  the  expert 
portrayal  of  the  problem  a researcher  has  in  doing  practical  work 
when  he  is  under  authority  of  people  governed  by  regulations  who 
know  nothing  of  science  and  who  impede  its  development.  Walter 
I(arigTs  Zot z is  a satiric  and  humorous  treatment  of  the  same  theme 
but  Balchin’s  is  deadly  serious.  Neither  writer  offers  any  solu- 
tion, but  each  portrays  a situation  which  should  be  remedied. 

Note:  I believe  this  novel  was  reprinted  as  Lion  paperback  #31  in 

1950. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  9,  1995 
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Baldwin,  Charles  C. 


The  Men  Who  Make  Our  Novels;  Revised  Edition;  Freeport, 
New  York,  Books  for  Libraries  Press,  Inc.  (1967);  (1924, 

Dodd,  Mead  and  Company)  612p. 

Baldwin  is  a rather  dogmatic,  but  perceptive,  critic  of 
American  fiction,  well-read  and  interesting  in  his  comments. 

He  is  severe,  almost  libellous,  in  his  criticism  of  writers 
like  Harold  Bell  Wright,  Brand  Whitlock  and  Meredith  Nicholson 
but  gives  praise  to  many  authors  now  considered  classic.  My 
view  is  that  this  book  is  well  worth  retaining  as  a guide  to 
reading  the  authors,  he  recommends. 

His  highest  praise  is  for  Theodore  Dreiser  and  E.  W.  (Ed) 
Howe.  Conrad  and  McFee  come  next;  he  misjudges  Upton  Sinclair 
but  his  sympathies  are  not  particularly  for  the  underdog;  he  i 
more  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  worth  of  achievement  than  in 
sympathizing  with  the  unfortunate. 

I would  not  accept  his  Judgments  without  checking  with 
other  critics  or  by  personal  investigation;  but  this  book  is 
useful  in  giving  facts  about  the  writers,  and  by  pointing  out 
their  merits  or  faults. 

The  scope  of  the  book  is  worth  noting. 
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Baldwin,  James 

- The  Fire  Next  Time;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.  Inc. 
(#2542),  (August,  1964) , (1962,1963,  Baldwin)  141p. 

Comprising  two  "Letters’*  this  book  is  an  assessment  of 
the  contemporary  and  historical  situation 'of  the  ne*?ro  in 
America.  It  fairly  well  confirms  Richard  Wright’s  novel 
Native  Son,  but  is  written  less  passionately,  temperately. 

Baldwin  points  out  that  as  negroes  comprise  only  one- 
ninth  of  the  population,  its  chances  of  achieving  political 
power  are  minimal,  but  as  whites  a-re  a minority  world-wide, 
white  supremacy  will  have  limited  duration.  He  forecast  an 
overthrow  in  ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  this  has  not  trans- 
pired (May  23,  1984). 

At’  time  of  writing  one  essay,  Baldwin  had  been  a Chris- 
tian minister  for  three  years,  but  he  bowed  out  of  the  mini- 
stry and  had  Joined  no  other  organization  since,  as  he  said 
to  the  Black  Muslims  when  they  suggested  he  Join  them. 

Baldwin  is  probably  second  to  DuBois  as  spokesman  for 
the  Negro  in  modern  times. 
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Baldwin,  James 

- The  Fire  Next  Time;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.  Inc. 
(#2542),  (August,  1964) , (1962,1963,  Baldwin)  141p. 

Comprising  two  "Letters"  this  book  is  an  assessment  of 
the  contemporary  and  historical  situation  of  the  negro  in 
America.  It  fairly  well  confirms  Richard  Wright’s  novel 
Native  Son,  but  is  written  less  passionately,  temperately. 

Baldwin  points  out  that  as  negroes  comprise  only  one- 
ninth  of  the  population,  its  chances  of  achieving  political 
power  are  minimal,  but  as  whites  a-re  a minority  world-wide, 
white  supremacy  will  have  limited  duration.  He  forecast  an 
overthrow  in  ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  this  has  not  trans- 
pired (May  23,  1984). 

At’  time  of  writing  one  essay,  Baldwin  had  been  a Chris- 
tian minister  for  three  years,  but  he  bowed  out  of  the  mini- 
stry and  had  joined  no  other  organization  since,  as  he  said 
to  the  Black  Muslims  when  they  suggested  he  join  them, 

Baldwin  is  probably  second  to  DuBois  as  spokesman  for 
the  Negro  in  modern  times. 


Ball,  Brian  N. 

The'  Regiments  of  Night;  New  York,  Daw  Books,  Ino.  (1972, 
Ball)  (UQ,  10^19-095) ; frontispiece  . 188p. 

Following  the  ruin  of  Earth’s  surface  by  war  and  pollu- 
tion, spaceships  occasionally  carry  parties  of  tourists, to 
see  Earth’s  ruins-  An  archaeologist  named  Dross  and  his 
technological  adviser  Knaggs  are  exploring  and  classifying; 
Brigadier  War die,  a beautiful  girl  named  Khalia,  and  a hand- 
some but  autocratic  widow  Mrs.  Zulkifar,  and  Mr.  Moonman,  a 
Revived  Man  whose  appearance  causes: revulsion,  are  the  party 
of  tourists;  and  from  a far  system  Danecki  a licensed  victim 
and  two  Fa cob i youths  pursuing  Danecki  as  licensed  hunters 
attempting  to  conclude  their  family  feud  with  him,  conclude 
the  organic  chare  ter s of  importance;  but  Batibasaga,  a humanoid 
robot,  not  the  mos t modern  model  but  still  an  improvement  over 
any  that  existed  when  Earth  was  shattered,  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  action. 

By  accident,  all  meet  in  the  automated  fortification  below 
earth’s  surface,  where  they  find  it  operational  after  1000 
years,  but  programmed  for  circumstances  which  do  not  transpire. 
This  causes  uncertainty  in  its  operation;  and  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  this,  the  human  characters  and  Batty  the  robot  are  able 
ultimately  to  escape,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Moonman,  who 
transfers  his  identity  to  a robotic  cortex  found  in  the  ruins; 
Mrs.  Zulkifar,  who  betrays  herself  to  destruction;  and  one  of 
the  Jacobi  youths  killed  by  Danecki  early  in  the  story;  and 
Knaggs  who,  though  fatally  injured,  is  able  to  advise  a course 
of  action  which  saves  the  others. 

The  computerized  robots,  one  of  whom  is  a lisping  harem 
type,  have  developed  characters  which  distinguish  them  from 
machines;  an  earlier  Duty  Commander  of  the  fort,  through  an 
intrigue  with  a beautiful  but  treacherous-  girl  who'  enables  her 
lover  to  enter  the  fortification,  triggers  the  deaths  of  all 
three  leaving  the  fortification  programmed  as  found  by  the 
characters  of  the  story  and  with  a thousand  battle -robots  named 
the  Regiments  of  Night  in  legend  ready  to  invade  Earth’s  forces. 
Batty  leads  them  to  destruction,  so  they  play  no  parM  other  than 
that  of  an  aborted  threat.  Danecki  and  Khalia  Burns  fall  in 
love;  ’the  surviving  Jacobi  youth  is  retured  to  his  own  planet 
under  the  mistaken  impression  that  he  has  killed  Danecki;  and 
the  survivors  are  rescued  by  a party  of  Outlanders. 

The  narration  and  dialogue  of  this  book  appear  to  have  been 
revised  in  order  to  heighten  the  illusion  of  suspense;  the  char- 
acters are  types  rather  than  sympathetic  human  beings  with  real 
problems;  and  the  situation  fizzles  out  rather  than  climaxing  to 
fulfil  the  plot.  The  early  part  of  the  book,  in  which  three 
strands  are  following  their  destiny  to  enable  the  three  elements 
of  characters  to  meet  beneath  earth’s  surface,  is  treated  by 
jumping  from  one  to  another  disconcertingly;  and  my  general  im- 
pression is  that  this  book  is  below  average  science  fiction. 
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Ball,  Brian  N.  (B.A, ) 

Tales  of  Science  Fiction';  London,  Hamish  Hamilton 


(1964,  publishers) 
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158p . 
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1.  A man  outwits  a cruiser  with  all  its  resources.  2. 

A folksy  time -travel  story.  3.  The  only  important  story  in 
this  book.  He in le in  foreshadows  Vonnegut,  even  to  portraying 
man  as  a worm-like  creature  in  a static  universe  and  fully 
accepting  fatalism.  4.  Achieving  his  desire  to  become  an 
astronomer  on  the  moon,  a man  discovers  coincidentally  a 
method  of  safely  slowing  his  heart-beat  and  metabolism.  5. 

An  invisible  invader  threatens  the  muardian  of  a moon-base. 

6,  An  alien  Joins  a circus  as  a rubber-man,  but  is  captured 
and  taken  back  by  his  kind.  7.  ’ inia ture  invaders  encounter 

earthlings  and  are  treated  as  vermin.  8.  An  amusing  tale, 
science  fiction  only  by  reason  of  its  setting  in  a spaceship. 
9.  Machines  find  themselves  aimless  until  a starving  man  asks 
their  help. 
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Ball,  Brian  N. 

Timepiece*;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (April,  1970) 

(Brian  N.  Bail,  1968)  153p. 

Four  men  and  a girl  make  use  of  a spa  use  warp  isisisi  vessel 
to'  seek  the  Planet  of  Forever,  A space-ship  commander  had 
left  a record  of  landing  and  taking  off  from,  this  Planet,  but 
the  clue  to  its  meaning  had  arisen  only  in  folksongs  based  on 
some  document  whose  existence  in  archives  had  not  otherwise 
been  suspected. 

Jordan  Belvaney,  a middleaged  space  adventurer  drinking 
himself  into  oblivion  is  chosen  by  Suzanne  Rosetti  to  head  the 
expedition  because  he  has  imaginative  intuition  making  possible 
control  of  emergency  situations.  Suzanne  Ts  father  is  somewhat 
in  awe  of  her,  and  grants  her  wishes;  Andy  Garvin,  a telecaster 
who  is  also  a Field  Theorist,  is  her  lover;  but  she  tells  Del 
that  he  is  her  true  and  eternal  love,  and  sefeks  to  enslave  him. 
Ellison,  a warped  genius,  operates  the  ship,  but  Garvin  spots 
his  mental  incapacity  and  finally  allows  this  to  bring  about 
Ellison1 s destruction.  Garvin  is  lured  into  a living  mandala 
on  the  Forever  Planet,  and  in  the  end  Suzanne  joins  him  there. 

The  author  seems  capable  of  sustained  good  writing,  but 
has  developed  a jerky  style  like  Ray  Cummings’,  breaks  his 
action  with  disconcerting  dialogue,  hints  at  ideas  which  should 
require  detailed  development,  and  his  characters  are  little 
more  than  automata  who  comment  learnedly  about  their  universal 
quest  for  the  secret  of  time  itself. 

This  &s  a modern,  contrived  science  fiction  story  which  is 
on  a higher  plane  than- John  Russell  Fearn,  but  has  as  little 
permanency  has  his  work. 


Ball,  Brian  N. 


Time  pivot;  New  York,  Ba*llantine  Books  (December,  1970) 

186p. 

This  may  possibly  be  a sequel  to  the  author’s  Tf Time- 
piece”. Jesus  O’Flynn  discovers  an  anachronism  while  doing 
his  Job  of  engineering;  and  disobeys  Galactic  Center  which 
outlaws  him  for  his  discovery.  Killing  his  co-workers,  he 
escapes,  only  to  find  himself  enslaved  to  Mr.  Charisman,  a 
monster  mutant  created  from  human  parts,  who  rules  the  Gal- 
axy. With  a hundred  mouths  making  vocal  a hundred  minds 
forming  his  '’commi ttee ” , Charisman  is  a vain  ruler;  but  is 
endangered  by  an  alien  who  can  enter  his  Galaxy  from  a hole 
in  time.  O’Flynn’s  instinctive  adaptability  makes  him  a 
valuable  tool  for  Charisman  who  rewards  him  with  seventeen 
beautiful  girls,  the  Timepeacers,  who  are  trained  to  show 
by  ritual  the  mandala  which  is  the  key  to  the  Timepivot,  a 
static  group  of  tiny  universes  which  may  end  Charisman Ts 
rule. 

O’Flynn  enjoys  his  seventeen  girls,  but  truly  loves 
only  Princess,  one  of  their  number  who,  nude,  rides  a tiger. 

A badly  injured  shoulder  and  a time -bomb  in  his  stomach  only 
appear  to  enhance  his  ability  to  enjoy  the  girls ; and  his 
confused  groping  for  the  solution  of  the  mad  universe  in 
which  he  finds  himself  is  aided  by  Jesus  IV  a robot  whose 
rhyming  tendency  has  been  inherited  from  Jesus  II,  and  other 
unusual  characters  whose  fate  is  controlled  by  Charisman. 

The  Regent,  a machine  computerized  to  rule  the  Galaxy, 
replaces  Charisman  who  is  locked  by  a ’’rule  of  order”  into 
immobility,  grants  Princess  and  O’Flynn  freedom,  but  only  to 
live  in  a remote  land  ruled  by  Fronto.  The  16  girls  are  In 
statuesque  nudity  when  presented  to  Fronto  as  the  price  of 
admission  to  their  future’  in  his  realm. 

The  author  is  capable  of  good  writing,  and  this  mish-mash 
of  science-fiction,  nightmare  fantasy,  and  sex  is  a poor 
vehicle  for  his  ability.  Spelling  errors,  misuse  of  words, 
and  erratic  dashing  from  one  idea  to  another  indicate  that 
the  story  was  written  under  pressure  of  time;  it  may  have  been 
produced  in  less  time  than  it  took  me  to  read  it.  Worthless 
from  any  permanent  point-of-view. 


Ball,  Brian 


The.  Venomous  Serpent;  London,  New  English  Library 
(#19187),  (July,  1974,  Ball)  126p. 

This  is  a traditional  vampire  story,  apparently  one  of 
a series  as  this  is  shown  to  be  ‘‘Horror  No.  3“  and  Ball  has 
two  previous  novels  listed. 

It  is  quite  well  written  and  reminded  me  of  the  final 
story  in  the  Westhouse  anthology  Prince  of  Darkness,  which 
may  have  inspired  it. 

Andy  and  Sally  are-  “living  in  sin,T,  though  Sally  has 
promised  to  marry  him  if  she  becomes  pregnant.  Andy  wishes 
to  be  married.  They  operate  in  an  old  barn  an  antique  and 
art  shop,  but  the  landlord  raises  the  rent  if  they  succeed 
in  achieving  large  sales,  so  they  are  not  well  off. 

Exploring  an  old  church,  they  find  a brass  and  take  of 
it  a rubbing  which  they  place  near  their  bed  in  the  middle 
of  the  one -room  shop.  It  portrays  a faceless  woman  and  a 
dog-like  beast  which  they  come  to  understand  is  her  familiar. 

The  opening-  chapter  of  the  book  sets  the  stave  by  des- 
cribing the  burial  of  the  Lady  Sybil  de  Labours  centuries 
before,  with  the  hint  of  her  being  a vampire.  The  story  is 
about  her  gradual  ascendancy  in  influence  over  the  young 
couple:  Andy  sees  motion  in  the  rubbing,  dreams  or  has 
visions  of  Lady  Sybil  and  her  familiar,  and  finally  believes 
he  has  burned  the  rubbing,  only  to  discover  that  Sally  has 
replaced  it  and  disappeared. 

Finally  Lady  Sybil  and  Sally  meet,  and  the  influence  is 
fixed  by  the  vampire  draining  Sally1 s blood,  Andy  and  the 
villagers  kill . the  vampire  with  the  usual  ritual  and  stake, 
but  a-ndy  has  seen  a peculiar  smile  on  Sally’s  face,  and  awaits 
her  coming.  The  ending  is  equivocal:  does  Andy  intend  to 
Join  Sally  as  a vampire,  or  must  he  report  her  to  the  villag- 
ers? 

I cannot  guess  whether  the  horror  would  affect  readers 
less  acquainted  with  this  type  of  story  than  I,  but  although 
I four  story  interesting,  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  - 

has  not  been  done  more  effectively  by  others. 


Bu  1 la  r a. J * G » 

Tii©  Drought;  London,  Jonathan  Gape  (196  5,13a Hard)  2 52p. 

This  is  a most  depressing  and  despairing  novel  portraying 
the  effects  of  a prolonged  drought  on  the  people  of  England, 
and  more  particularly  on  a group  of  riverside  residents  of  a 
town  named  Hamilton  near  Mount  Hoyal.  ns  the  river  drains, 
the  fishermen  start  roving  the  streets  in  bands,  raiding  the 
homes  of  the  residents. 

Dr.  Hanson  who  has  lived  equably  with  his  wife  and  her 
decision  to  establish  herself  with  a new  partner,  is  living 
temporarily  on  a houseboat  from  which  he  intends  to'1  strike 
out  for  the  sea  before  the  river  becomes  unnavigable.  He  is 
invited  to  stay  with  an  a yne  and  his  sister  in. their 
palatial  mansion,  but  cannot  bring  himself  to  do  so.  He 
befriends  a river  waif,  and  the  mother  of  an  idiot  employed 
by  the  wealthy  brother  and  sister,  and  does  his  best  to  help 
people  with  whom  he  is  in  contact,. 

His  houseboat  becomes  stranded  before  h^  can  float  away. 
He  takes  a small  party  and  in  a car  they  reach  the  beach  only 
to  .find  that  it  is  guarded  and  that  only  a limited  number  are 
allowed  access  to  the  sea.  Stills  to  remove  salt  from  the 
water  are  individually  operated,  and  ultimately  pools  of 
water  left  by  tidal  waves  or  tides  are  moved  by  paddles  from 
point  to  point.  The  people  become  like  dump  residents, 

even  eating  raw  fish.  Ultimately  the  wealthy  brother  destroys 
the  swimming-pool  reservoir  of  water,  and  Hanson  die's  before 
rain  starts.  The  events  of  the  novel  take  place  over  a period 
of  ten  years. 

This  is  a curiously  restricted  novel.  Throughout,  the 
people  appear  to  accept  passively  the  natural  results  of  a 
prolonged  drought;  the  authorities  take  no  steps  to  conserve 
and  ration  water,  or  to  maintain  water-lines,  or  to  preserve 
law  and  order,  and  anarchy  of  a passive  kind  results.  The 
scientific  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  drought  implies 
that  a film  of  oil  forms  so  that  the  sun.  can  no  longer  raise 
moisture  from  the  sea.  Slowly  the  rivers  and  lakes  drain 
into  the  ocean,  and  are  not  replenished.  Ultimately,  the 
shores  of  the  land  extend  in  salt  dunes  further  and  further 
into  the  oceans.  It  is  not  clear  to  me  why  the  ocean  levels 
should  fall  when  there  could  be  no  evaporation. 

The  characters,  also,  seem  passive  and  unable  to  surmount 
the  problem  posed  by  the  drought.  Gars  are  abandoned  without 
apparent  reason;  the  crouds  seek  the  sea  like  lemmings,  but 
make  no  attempt  to  fight  the  problem.  They  act  out  their 
circumscribed  existences  as  if  time  and  their  river  dictated 
their  lives;  and  they  dream  only,  of  another  river  which  will 
revive  them.  My  conclusion  is  that  far  from  being  a great 
novel,  this  is  an  exhibition  of  a curiously  pessimistic  and 
restricted  visionary  (the  writer),  and  has* a dream-like  illo- 
gic  which  fails  to  convey  a forceful  message. 


Balmer,  Edwin  and  MacHarg,  William 


The  Achievements  of  Luther  Trant;  Illustrated  by  William 
Oberhardt;  Boston,  Small,  Maynard  & Company,  1910;  365pp 
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This  is  an  excellent  episodic  series  of  scientific 
detective  stories,  showing  the  operation  of  psychology  and 
psychological  laboratory  apparatus  to  solve  crimes.  Only  #6 
is  based  on  abnormal  psychology,  but  it  is  important  as  an 
Indication  of  the  acceptance  bv  the  authors  of  witch-marks 
(Anaesthetic  spots  on  the  body),  trance  phenomena,  multiple 
personality,  and  aberrations  of  memory. 

The  scene  of  #7  is  partly  in  Northern  Ontario,  partly  in 
Chicago  and  vicinity;  the  locale  of  the  others  is  mainly  in 
Chicago. 

These  stories  are  as  close  to  my  idea  of  classical  science 
fiction  as  I am  likely  to  find.  As  previously  indicated,  only 
#7  has  elements  of  fantasy,  excepting  #3  which  also  demonstrates 
the  effects  of  emotion  on  time-  and  vision -perception. 

This  book  belongs  in  any  good  collection  of  science  fiction 
or  detective  fiction. 
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Balt,  John 

By  Reason  of  Insanity;  New  York,  The  New  American  Li- 
brary (1966,  Baity  240p. 

Balt  killed,  his  wife'  while  temporarily  insane.  -A  suc- 
cessful television  writer  who  earned  over  1400,000,  he  and 
his  wife  consulted  separate  psychoanalysts;  the  wife  felt- 
well  after  two  years,  but  Balt  broke  down  completely,  in 
part  because  of  unsuccessful  re  la  ti  on-ship  • wi  th  his  analyst. 

His  two  children  were  taken  care  of  by  his  in-laws. 

His  widowed  mother  had  dominated  him  and  was  at  least  partly 
responsible  for  his  instability.  His  wife  was  protective, 
but  did  not  realize  the  dangers  of  his  instability  and  paid 
with  her  life.  " 

14  months  in  a mental  hospital  under  treatment  by  a 
Hungarian  woman  psychiatrist  resulted  in  a complete  cure; 
he  was  released  with  supervisory  conditions,  wrote  this  book 
and  became  again  a useful  member  of  society. 

This  is  a terrible'  and  honest  book,  with  important  im- 
plications for  society  and  for  the  treatment  of  mental  dis- 
orders. Balt  writes  dispassionately,  concluding  that  all 
people  involved  did  their  best  according  to  their  under- 
standing of  the  problems  involved. 

I suspect  that  I would  not  have  been  able,  to  handle 
myself  as  well  as  he  did  if  I had  undergone  his  experience. 

This  is  an  important  addition  to  my  collection  of  books 
by  recovered  mental 'pa tients . 

Toronto,  New  American  Library  of  Canada  Limited  (Signet 
Books  #T333G) , (December,  1967)  222p. 


Bangs,  John  Kendrick 

From  Pillar  to  Post:  Leaves  from  a Lecturer1 s Note- 
Book.;  with  illustrations  by  Jno.  R.  Neill;  New  York,  The 
Century  Co.,  1916  339p. 

This  book  of  reminiscences  is  an  interesting  and  humor- 
ous account  of  the  author1  s travels  throughout  America  as  a 
lyceum  lecturer,  incidentally  providing  evidence  of  the  con- 
ditions of  travel,  the  facilities  of  lecture  rooms  and  hotel 
and  trains,  the  people  met,  and  friends  made. 

There  are  anecdotes  of  people  like  Mark  Twain,  Julia 
Ward  Howe,  Matthew  Arnold,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher  scattered 
through-  the  book,  which  is,  of  course,  well  written.  Apart 
from  its  being  a pleasant  sociological  volume  on  its  theme, 
however,  it  is  not  of  permanent  importance. 

It  is,  nonetheless,  a collectors  item  for  its  author1  s 
and  the  illus tra tor T s enthusiasts. 


/ - 


t i 


I 


-.---. 

TV 

TtZW^a,  f b^A-rU^M/  nju*rlj*<Jr,  Z^Zrw  /*}  l p,pt 

■ f " ^ 7 rr 

_u 

7>1^  P i 

2. 

1 

Jit/  0 / 

/y/  $ f\4rt^i/fLcy  V «? 

f. 

k J f $ J 

f4^'f-  ^/s**!^**^^  ^\y&Jr  {/* OsJ*1^  S'  1 

rf^\A/'%Un»s~^  &f^k<isC^  ! 0 

k 

l 

fyfiu^jk  ij->;  1 ^Iac T t^sir^  y/^C^rnr^Lr  ! 5 

jn*.JI}  7bU~.yL  J^L^}  tL  ^ ydfcj..-.  ! 

" ^ ' r*  J 

Bangs,  John  Kendrick 


Three  Weeks  in  Politics;  Illustrated;  New  York  and  Lon- 
don, Harper  & Brothers  Publishers,  1898  (1894)  83p„ 

One  of  Harper1 s Black  & White  Series  published  at  50Y, 
this  is  humorous  satire  featuring  The  Idiot  promoting  a poet 
as  mayor  in  order  to  ensure  his  defeat  by  a coal-merchant. 

The  charcters  discussing  the  situation  with  The  Idiot 
are  a poet,  a bibliomaniac,  a doctor,  a clergyman,  and  a 
teacher  and  his  wife.  Bangs  makes  it  quite  clear  that  money 
and  liquor  are  the  essential  ingredients  to  elect  a man;  and 
that  flattery  and  trickery  can  coerce  votes. 

This  book  is  not  important,  excepting  possibly  to  those 
interested  in' politics  and  politicians. 
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Banister,  Manly 

Conquest  of  Earth;  New  York,  Avalon  Books  ( 1957 , author; 
1955 , 1956  Ziff-Davis  Publishing  Co.)  224p. 

The  early  and  last  parts  of  this  novel  have  philosophi- 
cal and  scientific  ideas  in  part  mystical,  and  might  repay 
the  time  spent  considering  them.  However,  the  story  itself 
is  not  sufficiently  unified  to  convince  me  that  these  ideas 
are  as  well  thought  out  as  they  might  be, 

Kor  Danay  is  initiated  during  a period  of  19  years  into 
qualifying  as  a Sage,  with  extensive  mental  and  psychic  power 
enabling  him  to  control  both  physically  and  mentally  his  per- 
ception of  time  (the  6 million  dollar  man’s  "stepped -up"  en- 
ergies) and  to  do  without  food,  control  Jiis  metabolism,  and 
expand  the  area  of  his  awareness  at  will.  These  abilities 
make  him  a candidate  to  combat  the  Trisz,  who  have  conquered 
and  controlled  the  earth  for  generations,  and  who  are  drain- 
ing its  energies  by  robbing  it  of  water  to  build  up  their 
multiple -uni ty  domination. 

Unable  to  qualify  as  Sages,  Blue  Brethren  act  as  inter- 
mediaries between  the  Trisz  and  the  People,  and  Kor  falls  in 
love  with  the  daughter  of  one  of  these,  who  is  ravished  by 
the  Trisz  and  is  returned  to  him  only  when  he  has  defeated 
them  by  engineering  their  ultimate  extinction. 

Kor’s  adventures  include  the  early  American  west,  and  a 
cave-man  episode,  as  well  as  his  education  and  living  with 
the  People  as  a guest  of  the  Blue  Brethren. 

Although  I hesitate  to  discard  thfis  book,  Bob  Stimpson 
wants  it,  so  I have  decided  to  let  him  have  it. 
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Bankhead,  Tallulah 

Tallulah,.:  .My  Autobiography;  New  York,  Harper  & Bro- 
thers, Publishers  (1952,  Bankhead);  Illustrated;  Index  23 5p. 

I do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  Tallulah  in  a movie, 
nor  do  I .remember  any  newspaper  item  having  drawn  her  to  my 
attention.  Daughter  of  a political  family  of  the  American 
South,  having  had  a beautiful  mother  who  died  while  Tallulah 
was  in  infancy,  she  greatly  admired  and  loved  her  father. 

Stage  struck,  she  took  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
to  dance,  sing,  and  perform.  Her  much-married- sister  was  a 
good  friend  to  her,  as  were  her  fatherTs  friends.  Mainly, 
however,  she  made  her  own, way,  determined  to  express  herself 
despite  the  repetitious  performances  when  she  made  a "hit" 
and  the  many  poor  plays  and  movies  compared  with  the  few 
successes.  Her  ability  as  a performer  carried  her  to  star- 
dom in  England  and  America;  but  she  was  extravagant  and  a 
poor  manager  of  her  finances,  thus  being  under  monetary 
pressures  during  most  of  her  career,  even  though  she  was 
200,000  to  the  good  after  her  early  movie  career.  $40,000 
of  this  she  spent  in  producing  a poor  play,  which  she  selec- 
ted herself.  She  finally  bought  a home  "Windows",  for  $25M 
and  then  spent  over  flOOM  improving  it. 

Flashes  of  energetic  wit  illuminate  the  writing,  and 
the  book  is  interesting.  The  index  is  helpful  to  remind  the 
reader  of  the  personalities,  she  met.  She  had  few  deep  friend- 
ships, saying  that  as  an  entertainer  on  two  continents  she  had 
to  travel  much,  her  career  life  left  her  no  time  and  little 
energy  to  develop  personal  relationships;  she  had  several 
serious  illnesses  with  which  she  contended  in  the  spirit  of 
"the  show  must  go  on";  was  married  only  once,  though  she  did 
apparently  have  common-law  relationships  with  several  men, 
and  casual  love  affairs  with  others. 

' Despite  early  shyness,  she  comes  across  as  a strong- 
willed,  determined  woman,  acting  as  her  own  agent  for  stage, 
but  wise  enough  to  accept  the  services  of  a good  agent  for 
radio  contracts.  Like  most  entertainers,  a vivid  personality 
led  to  erratic  behavior  in  real  life.  I wonder  if  this  is  a 
compensation  for  the  restraints  which  must  be  followed  in 
portraying  the  characters,  acted  on  stage  or  screen. 
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Bannister,  Paul 

Strange  Happenings;  Illustrated;  New  York,  Grosset  & Dunlap 
(1978,  author)  148p. 

Most  of  the  illustrations  in  this  large  size  quality  paper- 
back edition  are  from  the  National  Enquirer,  and  its  British 
author  is  not  familiar  to  me.  However,  some  of  the  happenings 
narrated  I had  previously  read  from  more  authentic  sources,  and 
although  the  concluding  speculative  section  is  sensational,  the 
bulk  of  the  text  deals  with  cases  commonly  investigated  by  the 
Societies  for  Psychical  Research. 

Lacking  a bibliography  and  index,  this  volume  is  valuable 
mainly  for  its  illustrations  which  provide  photographs  of  many 
people  important  in  parapsychology. 

The  author  appears  to  have  been  a roving  reporter  personally 
investigating  wherever  possible.  He  became  acquainted  with  many 
scientists  and  psychics,  and  his  book  is  an  interesting  introduc- 
tion to  parapsychology. 

This  book  is  the  first  I have  read  of  all  I purchased  from 
Buck  Co u Ison. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  12,  1996 
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Barba  oh,  Lonnie  (ph.D.),  and  Levine,  Linda,  (ACGW) 

Shared  Intimacies:  Women1 s Sexual  Experiences;  Garden 
City,  New  York,  Anchor  Press /Double day  (1980,  authors);  Bib- 
liography, Index  330p. 

This  is  a presentation  in  their  own  words  of  the  sexual 
experiences  and  ideas  of  120  women  of  various  ages,  occupa- 
tions, localities,  and  sexual  orientations.  It  is  a serious 
and  sincere  attempt  to  outline  the  practices,  independently 
of  moral  or  aesthetic  considerations,  of  a cross-section  of 
intelligent  women,  including  some  physically  handicapped. 

The  good  index  makes  it  almost  an  encyclopedia  for  use 
generally  among  women,  and  since  the  health  problems  are 
also  dealt  with,  it  is  also  educational  for  men. 

1 must  admit  that  at  the  age  of  74  I was  not  conscious 
sufficiently  of  the  problems  faced  by  women  in  exercising 
their  sexuality,  and  my  conclusion  is,  as  before,  that  they 
bear  the  heavier  load  of  the  sexes  in  responsibility  for  the 
consequences  of  sexual  intercourse.  ^ hope  to  be  more  sensi- 
tive in  future. 
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This  year  there  is  a Women's  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 
per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay. 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattress 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F.  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care....  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Bar beau,  Marius 


The  Golden  Phoenix  and  Other  French-Canadian  Fairy  Teles 
(Retold  by  Michael  Hornyansky) , Illustrated  by  Arthur  Price; 
New  York,  London,  Richmond  Hill,  Ontario,  Scholastic  Book 


Services  ( TX644 , 35Y) ; ( Is t Ptg , February,  1965) 


128p 
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About  the  Stories 

1 9 K 

This  is  apparently  a selection  from 

the  author Ts  series 

of  12  booklets,  Les  Contes  du  Grand-pere  Sept-IIeures 
Les  Editions  Chan te Icier")  from  which  more  details 
of  the  stories  may  be  obtained.  The  last  two  are 
quite  different  from  the  fairy  tales  of  the  early 
are  more  along  the  lines  of  Boccaccio,  though,  of 
vised  for  children. 


of  the  origin 
folk-ta les 
part,  as  they 
course,  re- 


These  are  about  average  children1  s fantasies 


Barbeau,  Marius 


The  Tree  of  Dreams;  Illustrated  by  Arthur  Price  (the 
author’s  son-in-law);  Toronto,  Oxford  University  Press,  1955 

113p. 


Con  ten  ts 
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2.  Wolverine  9* 

3.  Midnight  Strikes  IS* 

4.  The  Black  Horse  37* 

5.  The  Witch  Canoe  35* 

6.  Alexis  the  Horse  44 

7.  The  Blind  Singer  51 

8.  Boily  the  Bone-setter  65 

9.  The  Village  Crier  73 

10*  The  Yellow -haired  Potter  83 

11*  The  ’Grand  Mona rque ’ / 93 

13.  Midnight  Mass  at  Tadoussae  103 
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Primarily  a book  of  folk- tales  gathered  by  the  author 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  originally  published  in  folk- 
lore periodicals,  some  of  these  narrations  could  be  cla/ssifie 

as  weird  tales*  {*) 

/ 

The  first  two  are  related  Christmas  legends.  The  next 
two  ar£  ’’devil"  stories.  The  fifth  could  be  considered  a 
dream  story.  The  next  five  are  character  studies  and  the 
eleventh  is  a historical  legend. 


I am  not  qualified  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  value 
of  this  volume  as  folklore,  but  as  weird  tales  it  has  little 
to  distinguish  it  apart  from  verisimilitude  of  background. 


Barber,  Theodore  Xenophon 


LSD,  Marihuana,  Yoga  and  Hypnosis;  Chicago,  Aldine  Publishing 
Company;  (1970,  author);  Index  337p. 

This  is  a highly  technical  treatise  in  two  parts,  the  first 
dealing  with  drugs  and  the  second  with  mental  means  to  alteration 
of  the  mind. 

Barber  is  one  of  the  modern  investigators  who  attempts  to 
emphasise  that  psychic  impressions  are  not  occult,  but  a part  of 
practical  and  ordinary  mundane  perception. 

A superficial  reading,  which  is  all  I am  capable  of  giving  to 
a technical  work,  provides  me  merely  with  the  knowledge  that  such 
laboratory  work  is  proceeding.  Careful  study  is  necessary  to  get 
full  advantage  of  these  investigations. 

Consequently,  this  book  is  a necessary  reference. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  14,  2001 
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Barbusse,  Henri 


Hell;  translated  and  with  an  introduction  by  Robert 
Baldick;  London,  Panther  Books  (#026819),  (1969),  Chapman  & 
Hall  Limited,  1966  208p. 

Colin  Wilson  in  The  Outsider  used  this  novel  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  literature  dominated  by  writers  out  of  tune  with 
their  world,  and  depressed  by  their  observations.  Narrated 
in  the  first  person  by  a man  who,  from  a hole  in  the  wall  of 
his  hotel  room  describes  what  he  sees  and  hears  in  the  next 
room,  his  personal  remarks  and  the  significance  of  what  he  is 
observing  as  regards  other  people  constitute  the  story. 

Apart  from  a long  philosophical  discussion  by  people  in 
the  next  room,  which  it  is  doubtful  would  ever  take  place  or 
be  noted  in  detail  by  even  the  most  careful  observer,  there 
is  little  of  extraordinary  interest  in  this  volume,  ^everal 
of  the  people  observed  say  things  of  interest,  but  one  near 
death,  who  marries  a young  girl  whom  he  had  brought  up  in 
order  to  give  her  his  estate  says  things  of  interest. 

There  was  nothing  of  special  interest  to  me. 
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Bardens  , Dennis 


Mysterious  Worlds:  A Personal  Investigation  of  the  Weird, 
the  Uncanny,  and  the  Unexplained;  New  York,  Cowles  Book  Company, 
Inc.,  (1970,  author;  Index;  256p. 

This  is  a fairly  comprehensive  survey  of  parapsychology  and 
for  me  the  most  interesting  section  was  devoted  to  the  two  years’ 
study  of  precognition.  The  fact  of  this  phenomenon  is  one  of  the 
most  important  puzzles  of  the  mind. 

Modern  scientific  investigation  is  bringing  more  cases  away 
from  folklore  and  the  occult  into  normal  psychology.  The  view 
that  psychic  perception  is  common  to  everyone  and  that  the  use  of 
it  is  merely  a matter  of  instruction  is  covered  more  thoroughly 
in  other  books. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  17,  2001 
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Bar ing-Gould , S.  (M.A.) 


A Book  of  Ghosts;  with  8 Illustrations  by  D.  Murray  Smith; 
London,  Methuen  & Co.  (1904)  383p. 

Although  there  are  indications  that  the  author  was  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research,  these  ghost 
stories  are  based  on  folklore,  or  imaginatively  fiction,  rather 
than  on  factual  cases. 

Well-written  for  their  time,  these  stories  are  more  lengthy 
than  modern  tales  are  likely  to  be,  and  contrived  rather  than 
conveying  an  authentic  conviction. 

The  book  is  attractively  bound  but  closes  with  a 40-page 
catalogue  of  the  publishers  books.  The  paper  used  appears  to 
have  had  an  iron  content  which  caused  heavy  foxing. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  28,  2000 
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Barker , Gray 

The  Silver  Bridge;  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  Saucerian 
Books,  (1970,  author)  151p. 

Allen  H.  Greenfield  wrote  an  introduction  to  this  book  in 
which  he  admitted  that  he  could  not  classify  it.  No  wonder;  it 
is  grammatically  well  enough  written,  but  from  several  different 
viewpoints  and  in  episodic  fashion,  sometimes  as  an  observer, 
at  others  as  author  omniscient,  and  occasionally  as  a reporter  of 
events.  The  title  of  the  book  is  misleading  as  the  tragic  col- 
lapse of  the  bridge  is  barely  referred  to. 

For  me,  the  most  significant  part  of  the  book  outlined  his 
respect  for  John  Keel.  Since  Keel  does  not  mention  Barker’s  book 
in  The  Mothman  Prophecies,  Keel’s  reaction  to  this  book  may  have 
been  similar  to  mine:  it  is  almost  worthless  as  evidence  of  the 
reality  of  the  existence  of  Mothman  or  other  phenomena. 

Whether  Keel  adapted  Barker’s  accounts,  or  personally  inves- 
tigated and  re-interviewed  individuals,  I’m  unsure. 

Keel  refers  to  Barker  in  friendly  fashion,  and  he  appears  to 
have  been  a likable  person  and  sincerely  interested  in  phenomena. 
Barker’s  competence  as  author,  investigator  or  publisher  does  not 
impress  me. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  17,  1997 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831  -7777 


CELEBRATING 

The  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

Q A SET  E T E ! 


RffiSlCllflklMl 


Barltrop,  Robert 


Jack  London:  The  Man,  the  Writer,  the  Rebel;  London, 
Pluto  Press  (1978),  (1976,  Pluto  Press);  Illustrated;  Bib- 
liography, Index  206p„ 

This  is  a moderate'  , and  concise  summary  of  London’s  life 
which  brings  to  my  notice  for  the  first  time  his  bisexuality 
as  an  apparently  accepted  fact,  I have  not  read,  Charmion’s 
biography,  or  The  3oui  of  Jack  London  by  Edward  Payne  which 
’alleges  eommunica t ion'  from  his  spirit, 

although  I do  not  agree  with  Barltrop1 s assessment  of 
the  relative  worth  of  various  books,  this  may  lie  because  of 
my  own  prejudices  rather  than  objective  critical  criteria, 

I am  glad  to  have  this  book  as  a part  of  my  collection 
of  material  concerning  Jack  London. 


Barnard,  G.  C.  (M.Sc.) 


The  Supernormal:  A Critical  Introduction  to  Psychic  Science 
London,  Rider  & Co.  (1933);  Indices  256p. 

I must  seek  an  authoritative  review  of  this  astonishing  book 
which  accepts  ectoplasm,  full  body  materialisations  and  a fourth 
dimension  as  factual  realities,  yet  endeavors  to  eliminate  such 
accepted  phenomena  as  telepathy  in  favor  of  cr yp taesthesia , yet 
assumes  their  possibility. 

The  author  has  indeed  assimilated  the  literature  of  psychical 
research  and  his  reasoning  is  to  be  respected.  The  factual  cases 
he  summarizes  do  support  his  hypotheses.  In  his  chapter  on  precog- 
nition he  comes  very  close  to  describing  the  static  universe  I 
have  visualised  in  support  of  my  fatalistic  philosophy. 

Although  apparently  far  out  in  imaginative  acceptance  of  a 
lot  of  phenomena,  this  book  should  not  be  dismissed  as  improbable. 

Barnard  considers  that  spiritualistic  phenomena  are  due  to 
secondary  personalities  of  the  mediums,  and  rejects  the  alleged 
communication  with  spirits  of  the  dead.  He  praises  Flournoy’s 
study  of  Helene  Smith  as  an  excellent  demonstration  of  this. 

Any  subsequent  notes  will  give  the  results  of  my  search  for 
a good  review  of  this  book. 

I have  spent  several  hours  vainly  seeking  an  authoritative 
review  of  this  book.  My  own  copy  was  rebound  and  has  marginal 
lines  to  emphasise  significant  passages  to  its  former  owner,  but 
this  book  seems  to  have  been  ignored  by  the  SPR. 

Rider  & Co.  were  noted  for  occult  rather  than  scientific 
books  so  this  book  may  not  have  been  noticed  by  psychical  resear- 
chers. I can  only  keep  on  the  lookout  for  mention  of  it  as  I read 
other  books  in  the  field. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  1999 
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Barnes,  Eric  Wollencott 


The  Lady  of  Fashion:  The  Life  and  the  Theatre  of  Anna  Cora  Mowatt 
Illustrated;  New  York,  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  (1954,  author); 
Notes;  Index  402p. 

Although  this  biography  deals  mainly  with  the  social  life, 
literary  and  theatrical  events,  it  devotes  a chapter  and  incidental 
mention  of  her  dual  personality  and  the  influence  of  Epes  Sargent 
on  her  health  and  career.  None  of  my  books  on  multiple  personality 
mention  her  case,  nor  do  they  mention  the  important  book  by  Stoller 
entitled  Splitting  . 

Although  Sergent’s  books  deal  with  Mowatt's  case,  this  book 
sheds  light  on  Sergent  himself  and  it  also  deals  with  the  friend- 
ship of  Mowatt  and  D.  D.  Home  after  he  lost  his  psychic  powers. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  23,  2003 
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Barr,  Robert 


The  Face  and  the  Mask;  New  York,  Frederick  A 
Company,  1895;  111. 

Contents 

1.  The  Woman  of  Stone 

2.  The  Chemistry  of  Anarchy 

3.  The  Fear  of  It 

4.  The  Metamorphoses  of  Johnson 

5.  The  Reclamation  of  Joe  Hollands 

6.  The  Type-written  Letter 

7.  The  Doom  of  London 

8.  The  Predicament  of  De  Plonyille 

9.  A New  Explosive 

10.  The  Great  Pegram  Mystery 

11.  Death  Cometh  Soon  or  Late 

12 . High  Stakes 

13.  "Where  Ignorance  Is  Bliss" 

14.  The  Departure  of  Cub  McLean 

15.  Old  Number  Eighty -six 

16.  Playing  with  Marked  Cards 

17.  The  BruiserTs  Courtship 

18.  The  Raid  on  Hellish 

19.  Striking  Back 

20.  Crandall’s  Choice 

21.  The  Failure  of  Bradley 

22.  Ringamy’s  Gonvert 

23.  A Slippery  Customer 

24.  The  Sixth  Bench 


3 toke  s 

2 50pp . 

1 

10* 

25* 

34 

42 

54 

65* 

79* 

98* 

111 

124* 

132# 

143 

153# 

161 

169# 

178 

189# 

200 

209* 

215 

222 

228 

243 


*indicates  science 
#indicates  stories 
characters. 

#10  is  a parody  on 


fiction  or  fantasy, 
relating  to  gambling, 

Sherlock  Holmes. 


with  the 


same 


These  are  good  short  stories,  but  none  are  great.  Barr 
seems  to  have  been  interested  in  anarchists,  explosives,  and 
gambling. 

#7  is  probably  the  best  science  fiction  story;  #2  the 
most  humorous:  a masquerading  lecturer  frightening  anarchists 
with  explosives.  #3  tells  of  a man  shipwrecked  on  an  island 
who  finds  there  people  who  are  sorry  he  survived  because  they 
feel  he  would  be  more  fortunate  dead,  this  being  their  philo- 
sophy. #8  is  humorous;  an  inventor  saved  by  a girl  after  his 
invention  lands  him  on  a target  buoy.  #9  portrays  a Minister 
of  War  using  the  newly  invented  explosive  to  kill  the  inventor 
because  its  existence  is  too  dangerous.  #11  a'  man  foretells 
his  own  death.  #20  a man  given  the  choice  in  a dream  chooses 
wealth  instead  of  health,  and  dies  from  overwork. 
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Barr,  Robert 


In  a Steamer  Chair  and  Other  Ship -Board  Stories;  Hew 
York,  Frederick  A,  Stokes' Company  (1892'i  278p. 

Contents 

1.  In  a Steamer  Chair  1 

2.  Mrs,  Tremain  13  3; 

3.  Share  and  Share  Alike  153* 

4.  An  International  Row  161 

5.  A Ladles’  Man  171 

6.  A Story  for  the  Reformation  of  Poker  Players  193 

7.  The  Man  Who  was  not  on  the  Passenger  list  209 1 

8.  The  Terrible  Experience  of  Plodkins  219 

9.  A Case  of  Fever  229 

10.  How  the  Captain  Got  His  Steamer  Out  237 

11.  My  Stowaway  247 

12.  The  Purser’s  Story  , 259 

13.  Miss  McMillan  269 


These  are  pleasant,  very  light  fiction  stories,  merely 
intended  as  -pastime,  and  of  no  permanent  worth.  Probably 
Barr  decided  to  make  use  of  any  incident  he  noticed  on  the 
basis  of  which  to  build  a salable  story. 

The  only  'two  stories  definitely  classifiable  as  fantasy 
are  #3,  wherein  the  victim,  is  conscious  of  his  murderer’s 
sharing  , his . fa te ; and  #7,  wherein  the  ghost  of  a passenmer 
accidentally  killed  on  shipboard  haunts  the  ship  until  com- 
pensation is  paid,  his  widow.  #8  and  ;r9  might  possibly  be 
considered,  -respectively,  as  psychological  horror  and  torture 
tales,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  warrant  consideration  as 
fantasy. 


Barrett,  Sir  William  F,  (F.R.S.) 

On  the  Threshold  of  the  Unseen:  An  Examination  of 
Spiritualism  and  of  the  Evidence  for  Survival  After  Death; 
with  an  Introduction  by  lames  H.  Hyslop,  Ph.D. , LL.D.;  New 
York,  E.  P.  Dutton  .&  Company  (1918,  Publishers),  (Third 
Printing,  June,  1919);  Appendices;  Index  336p, 

This  is  an  excellent  survey  of  the  subject  as  it  was  at 
date  of  publication,  and  should  be  retained  for  reference. 
The  index  makes  unnecessary  any  detailed  survey  of  the  book. 


■ 


Barrett,  Sir  W.  F.  (F.R.S.) 


Psychical  Research;  New  and  Revised  Edition;  London, 
Williams  and  Norgate,  n.d. , (August,  1911);  Bibliography; 
Index  255p. 

This  is  an  excellent  summary  of  the  results  of  psychi- 
cal research  up  to  its  date  of  publication,  and  should  be 
retained  for  reference  because  it  adds  to  the  information 
which  was  originally  published,  and  indicates  that  much- is 
recorded  in  the  archives  of  the  S.P.R.  which  was  not  *?iven 
publication  because  it  was  too  sensational  for ' credence . 

Barrett  was  a practical  experimenter  as  well  as  a 
student  of  the  phenomena,  and  his  material  is  presented  in 
a careful  and  well-documented  manner. 


Barrett,  Sir  W.  F.  (F.R.S.) 


Swedenborg:  The  Savant  & Seer;  London,  John  M.  Watkins, 

1912;  Frontispiece  portrait;  71p. 

An  address  to  the  Swedenborg  Cociety  later  published  in  the 
July,  1912  CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW  and  revised  for  this  book,  this  is 
in  praise  and  admiration  for  the  man  said  to  have  been  that  last 
man  capable  of  assimilating  all  the  knowledge  of  his  time. 

As  a founding  member  of  the  SPR , Barrett  was  capable  of  as- 
sessing the  character  and  achievements  of  Swedenborg,  and  like  all 
other  students  of  the  man  accepted  his  sanity  and  honesty.  I am 
sure  that  Swedenborg  was  worth  all  the  study  made  of  him. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  7,  1997. 
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Barrie,  J.  M. 


The  Entrancing  Life:  An  Address  delivered  on  installation 
as  Chancellor  of  Edinburgh  University,  October  25,  1930;  London, 
Hodder  and  Stoughton  Limited  32p. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  merely  a platitudinous  speech  aimed 
at  initiating  himself  with  the  faculty  and  students. 

It  is  of  little  interest  excepting  as  a collectors'  item. 


John  Hunsberger 


A DIVISION  OF  REALM  REALTY^ LTD. 

INDEPENDENT 


IRBM 

REAL  ESTATE 
BROKERS  Of  MANITOBA 

A total  of  16  years 
experience  as 
Real  Estate  Consultants 


Maurice  Hunsberger 


Dear  Friends; 

A flurry  of  activity  has  been  generated  recently  in  the  Real  Estate  Market 
due  to: 

— 5%  down  payment 

— the  use  of  up  to  $20,000  of  your  R.R.S.P.  money 

— lowest  mortgage  rates  in  20  years 

— low  priced,  affordable  housing  in  Winnipeg 

Our  company  is  building  a reputation  on  integrity,  extraordinary  personal 
service  and  just  plain  "hard  work". 


If  you  are  interested  in 

TALKING  REAL  ESTATE 

call  us  at 

831 -7900 

1745-D  Portage  Ave.,  Wpg.,  R3J  0E6 
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Barringer,  Leslie 


Joris  of  the  Rock;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Double day, 
Doran  & Company,  Inc.,  1929  318p. 

Following  ,TGerfalcon;T  this  appears  to  be  a story  laid 
in  a mediaeval  country  something  like  Poictesme. 

Lacking  a copy  of  the  earlier  book,  I have  sold  this 
to  Richard  Min  ter  with  but  reading  it. 


I 


/ ,v 


Barringer,  Leslie 

Shy  Leopardess;  London,  Methuen  & Co.  Ltd.,  (1948);  392p.. 

Jacket  blurb:  "The  Scene  of  this  new  novel  by  Leslie 
Barringer  is  laid  in  the  same  medieval  country  of  Neustria  as 
his  earlier  works  of  fiction,  Gerfalcon  and  Joris  of  the  Hock. 

The  Shy  Leopardess  of  the  title  is  the  youthful  Yolande , 
who  succeeds  to  the  Duchy  of  Baraine  after  her  father  has  been 
killed  by  hirelings  of  the  treacherous  Due  de  Mon tgui sard , who 
covets  his  lands.  Forced  by  events  to  conquer  her  shyness, 
Yolande  develops  into  a young  woman  of  great  courage,  worthy 
of  her  heraldic  device  of  the  Golden  Leopard.  When  she  is  be- 
trothed by  Montguisard  to  his  handsome  but  sadistic  'son,  Bal- 
thasar, she  determines  that  the  marriage  shall  never  be  con- 
summated. How,  with  the  aid  of  two  devoted  squires,  Diomede 
and  Lioncel,  and  of  her  cousin,  Raoul  de  Ger,  she  finally  re- 
pulses her  detested  bridegroom,  forms  the  climax  of  this 
exciting  story. 

Against  a background  of  chivalry  and  intrigue,  war  and 
love,  many  vividly,  depicted  characters  play  their  parts  in 
this  rich  and  colourful  pageant  of  feudal  cruelty  and  magni- 
ficence . " 

Lacking  a copy  of  the  first  book  of  this  series,  I have 
sold  this  to  Richard  Minter  without  reading  it. 


Barrington,  A.  H.  (A.B. , B.D.) 

Anti-Christian  Cults:  An  Attempt  to  Show  that  Spirit- 
ualism, Theosophy  and  Christian  Science  are  Devoid  of  Super- 
natural Powers  and  are  Contrary  to  the  Christian  Religion; 
Milwaukee , Wi s. , The  Young  Churchman  Co.  (1898,  Publishers) 
With  a Commendatory  by  the  Bishop  of  Milwaukee  170  p. 

As  indicated  by  the  title,  this  tract  opposes  anything 
other  than  the  orthodox  church  teachings;  while  denouncing 
traffic  with  mediums  and  phenomena,  it  ignores  the  acceptance 
in  the  Bible  of  Aaron’s  triumph  over  the  Egyptian  magicians. 

Probably  the  chapters  on  Christian  Science  are  the  best 
in  the  book,  but  it  is  interesting  to  have  this  summary  of 
orthodox  thinking  so  soon  after  the  founding  of  the  sects  as 
religious  activities  in  the  U.3.A. 


. 


Bu  r r on  , Cl- re  n c e '.V . 

They  Told  Barron:  Conversations  and  Revelations  of  an 
American  Pepys  in  V/all  Street;  The  Notes  of  the  Late 
Clarence  77.  Barr r on ; Edited  and  arranged  by.-  Arthur  Pound  and 
Samuel  Taylor  Id-oore  ; New  York /London , H & -Brothers 

Publishers 1930;  (Third  Ns*,  tion.,  1930,  Editors);  Index  tdAp, 

Transcribed  from  shorthand  notes  left  by  Barron, 
notes  cover  incidents  recorded  during  the  years  1916  tc  1998. 
The  index  and.  footnotes-  a re  particularly  livable  in ’giving 
inf  orxna  tion  concerning  the  personal! tie o involved,  and  this 
volume  should  be  retained  for  reference. 

One  investor  confirmed  my  decision  to  stick  with  oho 

stock  at  a time . • 

■ - On- Page  180,  E,  E..  Ells  on  of  YeCa-ll1  s says:  "Our  war 

'plans were  not  made  for  1918,  but  for  2 919  and  1920.  " the 

close  of  the  war  we  had  thousands  of  candl 

• ches  in  diameter  and  two  feet  high  which  would  ww  off  oh 
arsenic  smoke  fatal  at  ten  miles  h T.  w row  dad,  :f 

course-,  on  the  wind.  If  the  combustion  is  perfect  it  wcuTTI 
turn,  to  harmless  gas,-  but  as  smoke  it  was  tremendously  des- 
tructive and  would  have  been  very  e f f e e tire  aw  lust  the 
0-e  a . is . ,f 

■ Inside  information  on  Samuel  Insult  Basil  . a 
, a nd  o i\  e r 1 e pu  te  ■ i 1 y : v e a 1 th y fx  ■ ;.n.  • 1 r : * s 1 ve  • , . 

•Not  a.  great  deal  of  special  interest  t is  closed, 

but  I remember  tha  t at  one  point  Barro  banks 

ha  d raised  in  te res t ra te  s artificially,  a n d 3 toe ! 

marke  t went  down  as  a res-  It,  tie  bands  • • ' t ’ kj -.  Els 

appears  to  confirm  the  present  (December  6,  1981)  situation^ 
when ’ stock  mergers  involving  -'bill! 

P 1 a 0 e d e s p i te  h 1 g h 1 n t e r e s t ■ ■ . t e r , 

Barron  seems  to  have  been  inflow  tint  . c - . * ; Jf 

international  financing  be  tween:  England  and  the  i wocca- 

ally,  and  appears  to  have  been  a pretty  shewd  : 

Korgan,  Carnegie,  Rockefeller  and  others  are  often  ment'l 

Not  "an  essential,  but  a possibly  useful  reference,  • 


Barry,  Richard 


Fruit  of  the  Desert;  Color  frontispiece  by  Ralph  Pallen 
Coleman;  Toronto,  S.  B.  Gundy;  no  date;  245p. 

I agree  with  Darrell  Richardson's  opinion  that  this  is  a 
superior  "lost  race"  novel. 

Ranor  Gaul,  dying  of  an  unspecified  illness,  determines  to 
defy  expert  medical  care  and  trust  to  the  desert  sun  to  kill  or 
cure  him.  The  son  of  a wealthy  industrialist,  he  confides  only 
in  his  father's  lawyer,  outfits  himself  for  desert  living,  and 
after  some  weeks  begins  to  gain  strength.  An  outlaw  steals  his 
outfit,  and  he  is  saved  by  an  old  Indian  who  helps  him  to  the 
eastward  where  he  finds  a tribe  living  an  idealistic,  peaceful 
existence  under  the  rule  of  a white  girl,  their  priestess  of  the 
sun  which  they  worship. 

Ranor  learns  to  appreciate  the  worth  of  the  tribe,  and  falls 
in  love  with  Izara;  but  they  meet  only  secretly  because  she  is 
forbidden  allegiance  to  any  but  the  sun.  The  outlaw  is  captive 
and  helps  Ranor,  who  helps  him  escape  when  he  and  Izara  decide  to 
leave  the  tribe. 

Much  of  the  action  is  based  on  conflict  with  the  tribe's 
customs,  but  Ranor's  health  improves  so  that  he  gains  strength  to 
overcome  all  problems.  Only  with  the  help  of  his  mother  and  sis- 
ter is  he  able  to  persuade  Izara  to  marry  him. 

This  is  a serious  study  of  an  alternative  way  of  life,  and 
praises  simplicity  rather  than  artificial  civilization. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  12,  1995 
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Barry,  John 

Erotic  Variations;  North  Hollywood,  California,  Brandon 
House  (1967,  Publishers)  - 193p. 

This  is  a sensational  case-history  description  of  various 
sexual  practices  common  in  America,  many  of  which  are  illegal 
and  subject  to  prosecution  if  discovered. 

Poorly  written,  it  is  still  an  adequate  survey  of  its 
subject,  though  the  ease  histories  are  obviously  biassed  and 
often  extreme.  Like  drink  or  drugs,  sex  when  indulged  to  ex- 
cess leads  to  further  extremes  and  becomes  an  obsession. 


Barrymore,  Lionel 

Mr.  Cantonwine:  A Moral  Tale;  Boston,  Little,  Brown 
and  Company  (1953)  218p. 

i 

Travelling  in  a van  with  two  Indians,  a brown  bear  and 
a talking  raven,  Cantonwine  falls  in  love  with  Mary  Donovan, 
who  marries  him  in  order  to  get  away  from  her  dominating 
father.  Mary  rejects  Cantonwine1 s love,  and  runs  off  with 
the  first  attractive  youthful  man  she  meets. 

Cantonwine  saves  Abraham  Lincoln  from  committing  suicide, 
wanders  throughout  the  early  American  west,  and  when  Mary  is 
21,  five  years  after  his  first  meeting  with  her,  acts  as  lay 
preacher  in  burying  her  from  the  brothel  where  she  has  died. 

An  old  man,  finally,  he  attends  Ford’s  theater  on  the 
night  of  Lincoln’s  assassination,  is  recognized  by  the  presi- 
dent who  makes  an  appointment  with  him  for  the  following  day. 
But  Canton?/ine  dies  shortly  after  Lincoln. 

So  far  as  I am  concerned,  there  is  no  reason  for  the 
publication  of  this  disjointed  and  insignificant  novel,  apart 
from  its  possible  sale  because  of  the  Barrymore  name. 


Barton,  Stuart 

The  Human  Swop  Shop;  Worthing,  Lyle  Publications,  1972 

159p. 

This  is  a rather  unorganized  and  undocumented  essay  on 
wife -swapping  in  England,  which  attempts  to  relate  the  phe  - 
nomenon  to  the  permissive  society  and  to  the  current  break- 
down of  traditional  marriage.  Although  the  "evidence"  pre- 
sented in  the  form  of  excerpts  from  talks  with  participants 
is  often  in  favor  of  the  practice,  the  final*  chapter  quotes 
marriage  counsellors  as  being  unanimously  against  it,  and 
closes  with  the  hope-  that  the  practice  will  be  abandoned,  as 
suddenly  as  it  arose  a few  years  ago. 

My  own  thought,  is  that  the  practice  may  be  a resumption 
of  fertility  . rites  as  in  pagan  religions  or  sex-worship,  but 
without  religious  implications,  and  perhaps  with  a view  to 
establishing  the  most  intimate  kind  of  relationships  with 
other  people  so  that  any  feeling  of  boredom  or  isolation  may 
be  eliminated.  Possibly  a similar  drive  explains  the  renewed 
interest  in  witchcraft  and  particularly  the  practices  of  the 
sabba  t . 

Barton  also  feels  that  exhibi tionis tic , sadistic,  and 
masochistic  tendencies  are  exploited. 
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Baruch,  Hurd 


Wall  Street:  Security  Risk;  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Pen- 
guin Books  Inc,  (#3505),  (1972);  (Acropolis 'Books,  1971), 
(Baruch,  1971);  Notes;  Index  356p. 

Written  by  a member  of  the  American  Securities  and  Ex- 
change Commission,  this  book  details  the  chaotic  condition  of 
the  finances  and  records  of  the  members  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  at  the  end  of  the  1960’s,  and  the  dangers  to  the' A- 
meriean  public’s  financial  safety  which  threatened  to  exhaust 
the  reserve  fund  maintained  by  the  Exchange. 

Although  I was  aware  of  the  problem  because  of  reports  in 
the  Financial  Post,  this  is  the  only  comprehensive  evaluation 
of  the  circumstances  which  I have  read.  It  is  frightening  to 
realize  <just  how  chaotic  the  situation  was  (and  apparently  is 
still).  Because  of  my  experience  in  the  insurance  business, 

I know  that  accounting  in  any  large  business  is  an  exacting 
and  almost  impossible  task  to  perform  and  keep  current,  but  I 
only  suspected  that  brokers  and  other  industries  had  similar 
difficulties. 

This  is  an  important  book,  and  accuses  the  Exchange  of 
resisting  the  implementation  of  measures  which  would  improve 
its  operations  and  make  safer  the  public  who  invest. 
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Baskin,  Wade 


Dictionary  of  Satanism;  New  York,  Philosophical  Library; 
(1972,  Publishers)  351p. 

This  incorporates  much  of  the  information  provided  by  We- 
deck’s  smaller  dictionaries,  and  I learned  that  Crowley  claimed 
to  be  the  reincarnation  of  both  Edward  Kelley,  Dr.  Dee’s  asso- 
ciate, and  Eliphas  Levi. 

The  repetitions  of  demons  and  incidents  covered  in  other 
books  becomes  wearisome,  but  I am  copying  the  following  from 
page  212: 

Manila  Philippine  city,  site  of  an  extraordinary  occur- 
rence in  1952.  The  American  evangelist  Lester  Sumrall  freed 
from  a Manila  prison  a girl  who  claimed  to  have  been  bitten  by  a 
demon.  On  her  hands  and  under  her  nails  she  had  black  hairs. 
Experts  examined  her  and  found  that  they  were  neither  human  nor 
aniihal  hair.  She  described  the  demon  as  a hairy  monster.  Her 
case  attracted  considerable  attention  in  the  press. 

The  foregoing  is  merely  another  Fortean  incident  usually 
quickly  forgotten,  but  there  are  so  many  other  alleged  demonic 
phenomena  dismissed  as  unexplainable  that  the  existence  of  the 
SPR  and  similar  scientific  societies  to  investigate  these  facts 
has  become  mandatory. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  5,  1998 
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Batra,  Dr.  Ravi 


The  Great  Depression  of  1990;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing 
(#20168),  (June,  1988),  (1985,  Batra;  1987 , Venus  Books ) ; 
Tables;  Index  274p. 

Drawing  heavily  on  the  theory  of  cycles  promoted  by  his 
mentor  Frabhat  Randan  *arkar,  Batra  points  out  that  every  30 
or  60  years  the  U.  G . A.  undergoes  a serious  depression;  he 
sets  out  in  detail  figures  to  support  his  warning  of  one  in 
1990. 


He  admits  tha t’eeonomis ts  are  not  agreed  on  the  ' causes 
of  the  T30fs  depression;  there  are  too  many  variables  which 
may  be  blamed.  Government  policies  exacerbated  it,  however, 
and  modern  governments  are  said  to  have  tried  to  establish 
procedures  sufficient  to  prevent  any  recurrence.  Batra  does 
not  feel  that  these  will  prevail.  He  blames  concentration 
of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  top  1 fo  of  wealthy  families  for 
the  present  danger,  and  advocates  the  adoption  of  Prout-based 
(Progressive  Utilization  Theory)  reforms  to  equalize  wealth, 
thus  stabilizing  consumption  of  goods  and  their  production. 

He  does  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  the  prime  importance 
of  technology  creating  surpluses  whose  financing  brings  aboi  t 
world  bankruptcy,  though  he  does  mention  overproduction  as  a 
factor.  He  foresees  deflation  in  the  1990 Vs  rather  than  in- 
flation, much  like  what  happened  in  the  1930(s  depression; 
but  he  is,  like  most  economists,  puzzled  by  stagflation,  with 
inflation  increasing  at  the  same  time  as  unemployment. 

I think  his  book  will  serve  a good  purpose , even  though 
he  does  not  understand  the  basic  reasons  for  the  economic 
booms  and  busts  which  occur  in  the  cycles  he  demonstrates  as 
being  historicalo 

Many  of  his  ideas  and  suggestions  for  personal  survival 
during  the  coming  depression  are  repeated  by  other  doom-say- 
ers,  and  should  be  heeded. 
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Batten,  Loring  W.  (A.B.,  Ph.D.,  S.T.D.) 


The  Relief  of  Pain  by  Mental  Suggestion:  A Stud#  of  the 
Moral  and  Religious  Forces  in  Healing;  New  York,  Moffat,  Yard 
and  Company,  1917  (1917,  Publishers)  157p. 

A follower  of  Worcester’s  Emmanuel  Movement,  Batten  fills 
the  early  part  of  this  book  with  a detailed  study  of  cures  by 
Jesus  (Mt.  4:23,  8:16,  9:35,  12:15,  14:14,  19:12,  21:14;  Mk . 1: 
32-34,  6:5-13;  Lu . 4:40,  5:15). 

The  third  chapter  is  devoted  to  Mental  Disorders;  the  fourth 
to  Psychotherapy  in  Organic  Disease,  including  Psychoanalysis., 

This  is  a well-researched  and  sound  survey  of  faith  and  men- 
tal healing,  providing  instances  of  cures  effected  by  the  author 
and  suggesting  caution  about  some  of  Freud’s  ideas. 

Like  many  other  authors  Batten  confirms  that  Jesus  intended 
his  disciples  to  carry  on  with  healing  on  the  basis  of  belief  in 
Him . 


Curiously  enough,  I am  currently  reading  Gertrude  Mayo’s 
Cou£  for  Children  which  deals  mainly  with  the  cures  effected  by 
his  disciple  Mile  Marie  Kaufmant.  She  was  able  to  help  children 
by  kindness  and  suggestions  even  before  they  could  understan  the 
verbal  suggestions  used  by  Cou£. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  15,  2000 
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Batty,  J.  A,  Staunton 

Nefert,  The  Egyptian:  A'  Tale  of  the  Time  of  Moses; 
Illustrated  by  Wal  Parget;  London,  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  (Circa  1924)  159p, 

Based  on  the  Biblical  story  in  Exodus,  and  the  findings 
of  Egyptologists , this  is  a good  novel  based  on ' the  magical 
contests  between  Moses  (here  named  Mesu)  and  Aaron  and  the 
Egyptian  priests,  and  the  plagues  which.  Moses  invoked  of  his 
God  to  force  Pharaoh  to  release  the  Israelites. 

-v, 

- .'N.  * 

Nefert,  daughter  of  a High  Priest  of  Egypt,  falls  in  love 
with  Ra-Hetep  an  Egyptian  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  'Hebrews 
in  part  due  to  an  admixture  of-  Hebrew  blood.  Pharaoh  and  a 
•junior  priest  also  find  Nefert  desirable,  and  the  High  Priest, 
in  order  to  protect  her  from  them,  finally  allows  her  to  marry 
Ra-Hetep.  The  faithless  Pharaoh,  after  going  back  on  his  word 
many  times,  finally  is  forced  by  the  death  of  the  oldest  .son 
in  each  family  to  release  the  Israelites.  The  High  Prient 
dies  and  Nefert  goes  with  her  husband  to  take  up  life  with  the 
Hebrews . 


This  is  not  an  important  fantastic  novel,  and  might  be. 
termed  historical  if  one  accepts  the  miracles  of  Exodus  as 
factual.  It  is  a good  book,  however,  and  assists  to  comprehend 
the  life  of  the  times. 


YV 


Barzman,  Ben 


Biographical 


(From  Dust  Jacket  for  "Twinkle-,  Twinkle  Little  Star"): 

Under  portrait  on  back  flap:  Ben  Barzman,  the  son  of  a 
Russian  immigrant  who  played  trumpet  in  one  of  the  czar’s 
regiments,  was  born  in  Toronto  and  grew  up  in  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia.  He  attended.  Reed  College  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, where  he  graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  won  a playwriting 
contest.  After  a stint  in  Hollywood  writing  film  scripts,  in 
1949  Mr.  Barzman  went  to  England  to  do  Give  Us  This  Day  with 
Sam  Wana maker. 

A short  holiday  in  France  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barzman  exten- 
ded itself  into  ten  years,  five  children  and  a dozen  films, 
among  them  such  outstanding  motion  pictures  as  He  Who  Hus  t 
Die  (Cannes  and  Edinburgh  Award  winner) , Give  Us  This  Day 
(winner  of  three  film  festival  awards) , Time  Without  Pity. 
Count  Fi~ve  and  DXe , and  Blind  Date,  nominated  for  the  British 
Oscar  as  the  best  screenplay  of  1959. 

In  describing  fL/INKLH,  TWINKLE  LITTLE'  STAR,  Mr.  Barzman 
says:  "Rather  than  show  how  terrible  it  would  be  if  every- 

thing were  destroyed,  I want  to  show  how  wonderful  this  world 
could  be .... T! 
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Barzman,  B^'n 


cis, 


Echo  X;  New  York,  Paperback  Library,  Inc.  (YFirst  Prin- 
ting, February,  1962;  Second  Printing  October,  1964)  252p. 

American  Hardback  title  (Twinkle  Twinkle  Little  Star) 
English  Hardback  title  (Out  of  This  World) 

Text  appears  to  be  complete,  agreeing  with  English  edi- 
tion. I have  not  compared  it  with  the  American  book. 
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Barzman,  Ben 

''':.^'  xA  Pv  : ■•' ,:  g ■ i?., ' p"V 

Out  of  This  World ; Collins,  London, 
(See  ff Twinkle  , Twinkle  Little  StarTI 
(See  "Echo  X"  - American  PB  title) 


1960;  320pp. 

-American  Title) 


Written  in  a light,  breezy  style,  this  novel  is  about  a 
French  scientist  and  an  American  girl  co-worker  who  have 
invented  a machine  "Elmer™  through  which,  to  obtain  interplan- 
etary communication.  When  contact  is  made,  it  is  with  a twin 
earth  occupying  the  same  space  and  with  the  same  people  who 
have  developed  a civilization  in  advance  of  ours  and  who  have 
similarly  been  attempting  to  contact  us. 


A Canadian  newspaper  correspondent  and  his  friend  had 
rescued  the  American  girl  during  the  war;  the  friend  Wilfred 
Macintosh  had  corresponded  With  her  using  the  Canadian1 s 
name;  she  got  in  touch  with  him  on  arrival  in  France  to  con^ 
suit  the  French  scientist,  but  was  frigid  because  of  her  war 
experience.  Her  duplicate  from  the  supe rior‘ world  was  not, 
as  the  Canadian  discovered  when  she  arrived  naked  in  a tree 
near  the  French  Scientist’s  home.  The  beam  on  which  she  had 
arrived  was  strong  enough  to  halt  an  aeroplane  in  flight, 
and  this  touched  off  an  official  investigation  and  chase 
which  makes  up  most  of  the  action  in  the  novel,.  The  visitors 
from  the  sister  planet  finally  return,  having  decided  that 
our  earth  is  too  barbarous  to  accept  their  teaching,  and  too 
dangerous  to  keep  in  contact  with  as  we  might  destroy  the 
peaceful  and  happy  existence  which  they  had  achieved.  Only  a 
dozen  roses,  which  do  not  wilt,  remain  as  token  of  the  visit. 


As  light  science  fiction,  this  is  entertaining,  but  it 
is  of  no  particular  importance  in  a collection. 
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Ba  rzman , Ben 


Twinkle,  Twinkle  Little  Star;  New  York,  pf 
Sons  (1960) 

Book  Club  Edition. 

(See  T,0ut  of  This  World"  - English  Title) 
(See  "Echo  X"  American  PB  Title) 
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Baudelaire,  Charles 

Baudelaire  on  Poe':  Critical  Papers;  Translated  and 
Edited  by  Lois  and  Francis  E.  Hyslop,  Jr*;  State  College,  Pa. 
1952  (Bald  Eagle  Press);  Appendix;  Notes;  175p. 

As  a devoted  student  and  translator  s Poe,  Baudelaire’s 
essays  and  notes  show  clearly  his  sympathetic  admiration  for 
his  subject,  and  a penetrating  understanding  of  his  works.  I 
have  never  admired  Poe  in  exactly  this  way,  because  for  me 
Poe  seems  intellectually  imaginative,  rather  than  emotionally 
so  like  Merritt,  or  spiritually,  like  Blackwood.  There  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  his  genius,  however,  and  this  little  book 
illuminates  the  reasons  better  than  any  other  I have  read. 

Quite  apart  from  his  importance  in  literary  history,  Poe 
had  clear  psychological  vision  in'to  the  nature, of  personality 
and  its  aberrations.  His  works  are  therefore  important  for 

study  and  beyond  mere  entertainment. 

■ 
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I borrowed  this  book  from  the  Public  Library,  but  should 
watch  for  a copy  for  my  own. 


Baudouin,  Charles 


Suggestion  and  Autosuggestion:  A Psychological  and  Pedagogi- 
cal Study  Based  upon  the  Investigations  made  by  the  New  Nancy 
School;  translated  from  the  French  by  Eden  and  Cedar  Paul;  London, 
George  Allen  & Unwin  Ltd.  (October,  1920,  6th  reprint,  1922); 
Glossary;  Index  288p. 

This  academic  exposition  of  Coup's  system  by  his  friend  is 
intended  mainly  for  professionals  rather  than  the  general  public. 

I read  mainly  popular  books  rather  than  technical  ones,  so  I am 
not  sure  that  I assimilated  everything  taught  in  this  book. 

Fortunately,  the  index  is  helpful  in  guiding  to  specific 
topics  and  the  book  should  be  used  as  a reference. 

Baudouin  quotes  Herbert  Parkyn  with  approval,  so  I am  now 
reading  Parkyn's  book,  the  second  edition  which  I am  surprised  to 
note  was  published  in  1900,  with  interesting  illustrations. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  24,  2000 
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Baum,  L.  Frank 

The  Master  Key:  An  Electrical  Fairy  Tale  founded  upon 
the  mysteries  ■ of  electricity  and  the  optimism,  of  its  devo- 
tees* I.t  was  written  for  boys,  but  others  may  read  it;  Ill- 
ustrations by  Fanny  Y.  Gory;  with  a new  introduction  by  Don- 
ald L.  Greene  and  Douglas  G.  Greene;  Westport,  Connecticut,. 
Hyperion  Press,  Inc*  11974),  (1901,  Bowen-Merrill)  245p. 

Hob  Joslyn,  15  years  old,  is  an  amateur  electrical  ex- 
perimenter and  has  wires  all  over  his  home  -controlled  from 
his  room.  At  times  he  becomes  confused  over  circuits,  and 
one  day  while  endeavoring  to  untangle  them,  he  strikes  the 
Master  Key,  and  the  Demon  of  Electricity  appears.  The  Demon 
must  obey" the  person  who  strikes  the  Master  Key,  and  offers 
Hob  food  tablets  manufactured,  by  electricity,  a paralysis 
tube  for  self-defence,  and  a, travel  wrist-watch-like  device. 
With  these,  Rob  travels  and  has  many  adventures,  realizing 
that  these  devices  give  him  almost  unlimited  power. 

After  a week,  the-  Demon  visits  Hob  again,  and  this  time 
gives  him  a,  Garment  of  Protection,  which  repels  swift-moving 
weapons  of  attack;  an  Automatic  Record  of  Events,  which  is  a 
box  4’ffx6Y  which  is  like  a television  with  instant  replay  fa- 
cilities; and  a Character  Marker:  spectacles  which  designate 
by  letters  the  character  of  any  individual  viewed  through 
them.  These,  with  his  earlier  gifts,  enable  Hob  to  travel 
around  the  world,  witness  historical  events,  and  re  ti^rn  after 
many  adventures  to  his  home. 

The  Demon  then  offers  him  an  Elec tro-Magne tic  Restorer, 
whose  virtues  surpass  the- Fountain  of  Youth  or  the  Elixir -of 
Life,  because  the  wearer  is  free  of  disease  and  pain,  and 
enjoys  perfect  health  and  vigor;  the  Illim- 

itable Communicator  which  enables  one  to  communicate  without 
wires  with  anyone  anywhere  in  the  world;  but  Rob  refuses  to 
accept  thesb  things,  saying  that  man  is  not  wise  enough  to 
have  these  instruments,  and  that  such  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  wrong  controller  would  mean  the  enslavement  of  mankind. 
The  Demon  bewails  his  impotence  if  the  controller  of  the 
Master  Key  will  not  make  use  of  him  and  his  knowledge,  bu/t 
acknowledges  that. Rob  may  be  right. 

This  boys1  book  is  we 11 -writ ten  and  interesting, . with 
remarkable  forecasts  of  inventions  now  in  use. 
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Baxter,  William  J 


Gold  Is  Going  Hi ghei:  These  Shares  Should  Be  Bought; 
Illustrated  by  Virgil  Partch;  New  York,  Interna tional  Bco- 
ncmic  Research  Bureau  (1959)  92p. 

Baxter  has  a breezy  and  rather  informal  style  of  'writing 
this  analysis  of  the  inflationary  trend  he  illustrates  in  the 
American  economy,  but  his  graphs  and  figures  seem  accurate, 
and  his  conclusion  that  gold  and  silver  shares  would  prove  to 
be  a good  investment  has  certainly  been  confirmed  by  events  . 
up  to  now  (October,  1979), 

The  illustrations  are  very  good. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  the 
advice  Baxter  offers,  but  this  book  is  a good  demonstration 
of  the  dangers  of  credit  buying  and  the  reasons  for  monetary 
problems  in  the  world  today. 

I feel  that  my  own  methods  of  fighting  inflation  should 
be  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  weather  the  economic  storms  I 
foresee;  my  books  should  prove  to  be  a safe  substitute  for 
gold. 
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Bayless,  Raymond 


Apparitions  and  Survival  of  Death;  Foreword  by  D.  Scott  Rogo 
New  Hyde  Park,  New  York,  University  Books,  Inc.  (1973,  author)?06p 

The  author  inscribed  this  book  to  two  different  friends  and 
signed  each  inscription  "Raymond”.  The  Foreword  has  Rogo's  signa- 
ture. I doubt  that  either  friend  read  the  book. 

So  many  of  the  cases  summarized  to  support  the  author's  ideas 
are  derived  from  old  classic  sources  that  my  first  impression  was 
the  author  was  trying  to  evade  copyright  laws  by  quoting  out-of- 
print  material.  The  text  is  padded  by  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  sources  and  the  repetitios  statements  of  disagreements  with 
others'  hypotheses  without  explaining  why  are  disconcerting. 

About  the  only  benefit  readers  of  this  book  will  obtain  is 
that  the  cases  are  assembled  from  various  sources  and  made  avail- 
able here  for  consideration. 

The  author  is  a survivalist  and  considers  the  cases  presented 
support  this  conclusion.  I am  inclined  to  agree  with  this. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  10,  1999 
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Bayless,  Raymond 


The  Enigma  of  the  Poltergeist;  New  York,  Ace  Books, 
(#H-68),  (8068),  (1967,  Parker  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  223p. 

Having  personally  investigated  several  poltergeist  cases 
the  author  is  convinced  of  their  reality  and  has  studied  the 
literature  sufficiently  to  be  critical  of  fraudulent  or  un- 
characteristic events* 

His  text  is  helpful  in  examining  the  principal  phenomena 
one  by  one  and  mentioning  the  cases  which  have  demonstrated 
their  reality.  His  personal  experiences,  which  were  helpful 
in  convincing  him  of  paranormal  events,  are  not  so  convincing 
to  the  reader  because  they  are  minor  by  comparison  with  the 
facts  related  in  connection  with  classic  cases. 

The  grammatical  and  writing  errors  detract  from  the  ef- 
fect of  the  text,  and  there  is  much  repetition  which  could 
have  been  deleted  by  expert  editing.  However,  the  book  as  a 
whole  is  helpful  in  presenting  for  popular  instruction  the 
volume  of  events  made  available  by  the  scientific  literature 
on  the  subject. 

^usy  ^mith  provided  a foreword  to  the  book,  and  likely 
is  a friend  or  co-worker  of  the  author. 
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Bayly,  Uric 

The  House  of . 3 1 range  Secrets:  De  tective  Story;  Hew 

York,  E,  P,  Button  'd  Company;,  189.9  ( Dutton)  262r>. 

This  is  a melodramatic  mystery  story,  rife  with  all  the 
props  common  to  Anglo-Indian  novels  of  their  time,  and  very 
reminiscent  of  .Grant  clients  Kalee  T s Shrine . 

Laurence  Carrington  and  his  father  who  is  Squire  and  Ma- 
gistrate, are  attacked  in  their  carriage-.  The  Squire  faints 
and.  Laurence  is  amazed  at  the  effect  on  his  father. 

They  have  lust  met  Selene  Scott,  with  whom- Laurence  has 
fallen  in  love.  A fire  at  her  father 7s  home  [or  host7 s,  ITm 
not  clear  on  this)  causes  him  to  a sk  the  Squire  to  take  her 
and  her  Aunt  as  guests,  and  he  accepts.  This  gives  Laurence 
op p o r tuni  tie s t o:  pu r sue  hi s r ona  nee  , wh i oh  i s c onp lica  ted  b y 
the  necessity  he  is  under  to  investigate  the  cause  of . the  at- 
tack on  his  father. 

A neighboring  house  has  been  purchased  by  a mysterious 
invalid,  Laurence  suspects  that  the  invalid  is  faking,  and 
is  in  some  way  responsible,  for  the  attack  on  his  father.  He 
approaches  the  owner,  finding  him  likable,  but  with  mystery 
and  in  company  with  a villainous  servant,  an  escaped  convict 
who disguised  as  a woman,  does  the  shopping,  but  appears  to 
have  the  owne r unde  r his  domina  ti on , 

Laurence  and  Lena  find  out  that  his  father  had  been  an 
officer  in  India,  an.d  had  become  involved  with  Thugs  because 
of  his  belief  that  his  fiancee  had  married  in*  England,  and 
had  entered  an  opium  den  occupied  by  a girl  with  mesmeric 
power  who.  entraps  visitors  and  has  then  robbed.  An  outbreak 
of  disease  has  made  the  den  'off  bounds’',  but  when  a fellow- 
officer  is  found  dead  in  the  den,  the  Squire  had  confessed  - 
his  plight  to  his  senior  officer,  who. had  kept  his  secret. 

The  girl  with  mesmeric  powers  had  tried  to  get  the  Squire  to 
marry  her,  but  when  he  refused,  she  swore  vengeance  against 
him,  and  threatened  his  life  at  the . hands . of  her  son  when  he 
should . ma ture , 

Under  this  threat  to  his  life,  the  Squire  had  hidden 
the  fact  of  his  existence  in  India  from  everyone;  his  wife 
had  died,  and  since  the  girl  with  mesmeric  power  had  said 
that  his  son  would  be.  killed  if  vengeance  could  not  be  had 
on  the  Squire,  the  Squire 7 s predicament  was  severe.  He  was-, 
in  fact,  a t tacked  by.  the  Thug.  Believing  that  the  neighbor 
was  responsible , and  the  attacker  his  servant,  Laurence  and 
Lena  visit  the  neighbor.  He  turns  out  to  be  the  officer  in 
whom  the  Squire  had  trusted  in  India;  and  his  secret  was  that 
a princess  had  entrusted  to  him  her  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  son, 
•who  was  also  insane.  The  Thug  is  drowned  in  the  Lizard’s 
Harsh  while  being  trailed  by  hounds,  .so  the  ‘Squire  is  free, 
and  the  insane  prince  dies,  thus  also  freeing  the  neighbor. 

Only  the  mesmeric  powers  of  the  girl  bring  this  story 
into  the  fantasy  field,  and;  the  prophecy  she  makes  that  the 
Squire  will  prosper  until  his  doom  is  upon  him.  As  an  exam- 
ple of  the  mystery  novel  of  its  day,  this  may  have  importance 
but  not  in  the  fantasy  field. 


